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MORNING WORSHIP SERVICE

 December 18, 2011                            11:00 A.M.

4TH SUNDAY OF ADVENT

WE WELCOME ALL WHO GATHER TO WORSHIP HERE 

AT SPRINGWOOD CHURCH TODAY.

PRAYER OF PREPARATION

Eternal and all-powerful God, we thank you for the covenant of love

that binds us together.  Even when we lose hope and turn away from

you, you reach out to us; you make whole our brokenness.  Even from the fragments of our lives, you weave a tapestry of great beauty.  You have prepared a place for us. Let us not rest until we find our way home and rest in you. Amen

GATHERING AROUND THE WORD

PRELUDE

LIGHTING OF THE CANDLES 

CHORAL INTROIT                                        

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

CALL TO WORSHIP AND ADVENT CANDLE LIGHTING


Jim, Scottie and Marikate Moore

On this fourth Sunday of Advent, we look to the steadfast God 

who has made an everlasting covenant with us.

We look for the One whose life will never cease, whom death cannot contain.

We look for the one who weaves joy out of sadness.

We light these candles as a sign of our trust in God’s covenant in human form,

Forging a bond between us so strong that not even death can break it.

*HYMN #41                                                O Come, All Ye Faithful”                     

*CALL TO CONFESSION 

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION (Unison) 

O God of compassion, have mercy upon us, You send forth your Spirit, yet we ignore your counsel.  Christ dwells among us, yet we fail to obey him.  We sing of peace on earth, yet hostility continues.  Angels herald good tidings,  yet we commit evil deeds.  Forgive our deliberate and indirect misuse of your graciousness, and make us worthy to receive Christ in our lives…..(silent prayer)  AMEN                 

*ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

*RESPONSE: GLORIA PATRI 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost!

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, World without end.   Amen, Amen.

THE WORD OF GOD

CHORAL ANTHEM                                         “What Child is This?”

CHILDREN'S MOMENTS

SCRIPTURE READING            II SAMUEL 7:1-11 (pages 455-456)

SERMON           “What Can You Give a God Who Has Everything?”                                                                                                                                                                                                                  

RESPONDING TO THE WORD

*HYMN #47                                                              “Still, Still, Still”

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH                   THE APOSTLES' CREED                                                                          

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth. And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic Church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

THE LORD'S PRAYER

Our Father who art in heaven hallowed be thy name. Thy    kingdom come thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory forever. Amen. 

OFFERTORY

PRESENTATION OF GOD'S TITHES AND OUR OFFERINGS

PENNIES FOR HUNGER OFFERING

*THE DOXOLOGY                      

PRAYER OF DEDICATION

*HYMN #23                                 “Angels We Have Heard On High”

*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION                                          

*CHORAL RESPONSE:                                                                              
“Go Tell it on the Mountain” 


  Go tell it on the mountain


  Over the hills and everywhere


  Go tell it on the mountain


  That Jesus Christ is born.

CARRYING THE LIGHT OF CHRIST INTO THE WORLD                                                              

POSTLUDE                                                                        

*Indicates an invitation to stand if you are able    

WORSHIP HAS ENDED.  LET THE SERVICE BEGIN!

PLEASE REMEMBER THE FOLLOWING IN PRAYER:

PRAYER CONCERNS

Family of John Shepherd

T.J. Griggs

Walt Gardner-Room #264 Twin Lakes Health Care Center 

Betty Muench-home 

John Muench-Hospice at Twin Lakes Health Care Center 

Audrey West, continuing at Memory Support- Twin Lakes

Marti Morton, continuing at Memory Support- Twin Lakes

Isabella (Rebecca Holmes’ granddaughter) 

Vere Ann Ingle's son-in-law “Red” Cox. (LuAnn's husband) 

Joe Williams (Joseph's dad, Vicky's husband) home from hospital  

Lib McPherson moved from her apt. to Health Care-now to hospital 

OPPORTUNITIES

AMPLIFIERS for the hearing impaired are available from the ushers. Please turn them off at the end of the service.     

USHERS today are James Ingle and Barry Shelton.  Next Sunday  Mary Lockamy and Nancy Apple will serve.  

GREETERS today are the Bunton family.  Next week Betty Starnes & Walt Gardner will serve.   

Remember to come join us this afternoon from 4-5:30 for our annual Christmas Pageant, followed by ‘Tree and Treats’ in the fellowship hall.  If you or children you are bringing plan to participate in the informal pageant, come a little early for your costume, please.

Tonight, we are all invited to Shiloh Presbyterian Church for it’s annual Christmas Community Concert.  We look forward to hearing the Burlington Boys’ Choir and our own April Martin sing.  If you need a ride, please let Pastor Genie know (260-1749).

The Shawl Ministry Group meets Wednesday at 1:30 p. m.

The  Adult Bible Study will continue a survey of the Old Testament, led by Anne Scott in January. All are welcome to join us beginning at 6:30 p. m. on Wednesday nights.  The Study is discontinued until January.

There will be no Choir practice this week.

For all who can come we will gather next Sunday, Christmas Day, for worship at 11:00 a. m.  There will not be a Sunday School class, just come as  you are for worship so that we can celebrate Jesus’ birthday together.

If you did not get to the Alternative Christmas Gift Market we still have gift cards for contributions to Allied Ministries, Springwood Benevolence Fund and Heifer International. Check with the church office or Ann Jennings (538-0873). 

***

May you all have a Great Christmas and a very wonderful new year!
This is my version of a penny rhyme Christmas poem.
Chip Steele 

Have a Blessed One and a Merry One Too! 

Ho, Ho, Ho, Ha, Ha, Ha, Hee, Hee, Hee, 

God made humor don’t your see.

God made you and God made me

To laugh at ourselves, seriously.

Clement Moore made Santa ‘s Ho

While filling stockings head to toe.

Thinking of his belly, don’t you know,

Scraping the sides of a chimney floe.

(T’was The Night Before Christmas )

The Rich Young Ruler, I confess,

Made for himself a serious mess

Tried to get Jesus, him to bless

Found Jesus wasn’t humorless.

(Lk, 18:25 Jesus uses Aramaic Camesh Gamesh for the rich man like a camel squeezing through the eye of the needle )

Getting though the Holidays 

Is so much fun in many ways

Special food and great displays

And special stories to amaze. 

(Matt. 1:18-2:12, Lk. 1:26-2:20, John 1:1-18)

Please don’t let it all fall flat,

Merry Christmas means just that! 

Chip Steele  Christmas 2011 

A Very Merry Christmas

To All of Springwood and Friends

