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MORNING WORSHIP SERVICE

 December 4, 2011                            11:00 A.M.

2ND SUNDAY OF ADVENT

WE WELCOME ALL WHO GATHER TO WORSHIP HERE 

AT SPRINGWOOD CHURCH TODAY.

PRAYER OF PREPARATION

We praise you, Jesus, for baptizing us with the Holy Spirit. Fill us with the wisdom to prepare the way for you to enter our lives. In your name we pray. Amen.

GATHERING AROUND THE WORD

PRELUDE

LIGHTING OF THE CANDLES 

CHORAL INTROIT                                        

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

CALL TO WORSHIP AND ADVENT CANDLE LIGHTING


   Anne Scott

Leader:   Prepare the way of the Lord!

People:  Make Christ’s paths straight!

Leader:  We light these candles as a sign of the coming light of 

   
  Christ.

People: Let us walk in the light of the Lord.

*HYMN #2                                 “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus”                     

*CALL TO CONFESSION 

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION (Unison) 

God, you show us mercy, but we show you sin. We are sometimes slow to repent, quick to make excuses. Forgetting who we are, we live recklessly. We are impatient with you and each other. You offer us comfort, but we hold each other captive. We drive a wedge between mercy and truth, drive apart righteousness and peace. You call us to cry out, but we remain silent. We are more about the mall than the manger. 

For the sake of the Infant-Messiah, forgive us. (silent prayer) 

Amen.                                       

*ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

*RESPONSE: GLORIA PATRI 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost!

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, World without end.   Amen, Amen.

THE WORD OF GOD

CHORAL ANTHEM                         “Peace is the Gift of the Savior”

CHILDREN'S MOMENTS

OLD TESTAMENT READING ISAIAH 40:1-11 (pages 1077-1078)

NEW TESTAMENT READING                 MARK 1:1-8 (page 1488)

SERMON                                             “Prepare the Way of the Lord”                                                                                                                                                                                                                  

RESPONDING TO THE WORD

*HYMN #8                           “Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates”

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH                   THE APOSTLES' CREED                                                                          

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth. And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic Church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD'S SUPPER

   INVITATION TO THE LORD'S TABLE

   GREAT PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING             (over)                                          

THE LORD'S PRAYER                         

Our Father who art in heaven hallowed be thy name. Thy    kingdom come thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory forever. Amen. 

   BREAKING OF THE BREAD AND POURING OF THE CUP

(The elements will be served by elders at the front of the church.  You are invited to come forward, take a piece of bread and dip it into the cup.  Those who remain seated will be served in the pew.  All who profess Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior are welcome to partake.)

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

MINUTE FOR MISSION     Christmas Joy Offering     Irene Massey

OFFERTORY

PRESENTATION OF GOD'S TITHES AND OUR OFFERINGS

*THE DOXOLOGY                      

PRAYER OF DEDICATION

*HYMN #332                                                           “Live into Hope”

*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION                                          

*CHORAL RESPONSE:                                                                              
“Go Tell it on the Mountain” 


  Go tell it on the mountain


  Over the hills and everywhere


  Go tell it on the mountain


  That Jesus Christ is born.


CARRYING THE LIGHT OF CHRIST INTO THE WORLD                                                              

POSTLUDE                                                                        

*Indicates an invitation to stand if you are able    

WORSHIP HAS ENDED.  LET THE SERVICE BEGIN!

PLEASE REMEMBER THE FOLLOWING IN PRAYER:

PRAYER CONCERNS

T.J. Griggs

Walt Gardner-Twin Lakes Health Care Center 

Betty Muench-Twin Lakes Health Care Center 

John Muench-Twin Lakes Health Care Center 

Audrey West, continuing at Memory Support- Twin Lakes

Marti Morton, continuing at Memory Support- Twin Lakes

Surgery for Isabella (Rebecca Holmes’ granddaughter)

Vere Ann Ingle's son-in-law “Red” Cox.

                  
         OPPORTUNITIES

AMPLIFIERS for the hearing impaired are available from the ushers. Please turn them off at the end of the service.     

USHERS today are Rod Sutherland and Mauricio Chacon.  Next Sunday Mary Lockamy and Ann Marion will serve.  

GREETERS today are Betty Small & Rebecca Holmes.  Next week  Eugenia Varker & Charles West will serve.   

Offertory clerks for December are Marsha Sutton & Sylvia Edwards. A new schedule will be coming out for 2012 soon.  If you would like to help count offerings after services, please let Barb know!  

The December - January Springwood Times newsletter is in the back of the church for anyone who didn't receive one via US mail or email?  Also, let the church office know if you would like to be added to the newsletter list for either mail or email.  Thank you!

__Barb 

Today you can choose which gift you would like to give to a member of one of the families we are adopting for Christmas.

The Shawl Ministry Group meets Wednesday at 1:30 p. m.

Any senior citizens that have or have not been contacted but would like to come to the Morning Circle’s Christmas Luncheon this Wednesday, December 7 at 12 noon should call Betty Small at 449-6706 no later than today. We need the number of people coming to better plan seating. We hope you will all come!

The  Adult Bible Study will continue a survey of the Old Testament, led by Anne Scott in January. All are welcome to join us beginning at 6:30 p. m. on Wednesday nights.  The Study is discontinued until January.

There will be no Choir practice this week.

The Greater Whitsett Community Ruritan's Twice-annual Senior's Lunch will be held at noon Saturday, December 10 at the Whitsett Town Hall building.  All Whitsett area seniors are invited.  Come out and join the fellowship.  Expect a visit from Santa Claus.  

If you did not get to the Alternative Christmas Gift Market we still have gift cards for contributions to Allied Ministries, Springwood Benevolence Fund and Heifer International. Check with the church office or Ann Jennings (538-0873). 

Teen to Teen Theatre Presents "A Christmas Carol," a spirited adaptation of Charles Dickens' Classic!  At the Paramount Theater in downtown Burlington.  Thursday, Dec. 8th at 7 PM, Friday, Dec. 9th at 7 P.M., Saturday, Dec. 10th at 2 P.M. and 7 P.M., and Sunday, Dec. 11th at 2 P.M.  Tickets:  $8.00 Adults, $6.00 Seniors and Students, $5.00 Groups of 10 or more.  For more info visit www.burlingtonnc.gov/teen2teen
***

     For most Americans, December 7 is remembered as Pearl Harbor Day__if it is remembered at all.  It is the day when, in 1941, a sneak attack on our military and naval base in Hawaii brought the U.S. Into World War II.  “Remember Pearl  Harbor” was the battle cry of that war in the Pacific.  But when the war ended, Americans were happy to resume a close and peaceful relationship with the nation that had attacked Pearl Harbor.  Today we have proven that it is possible  to forgive and forget among the most bitter of enemies. Now all we have to do is the same thing among friends.   

***

Sure It’s Work

Taking down the boxes that held the Christmas lights

Means untwisting wires with many knotty fights.

Unwrapping ornaments that will shine again this year

Reflecting brightly twinkling bulbs renewing season’s cheer.

Writing notes on Christmas cards with sentimental lines

Hoping those who read them will enjoy poetic rhymes.

Walking to the mailbox to deposit and receive

Bundles of cards and catalogs – happy to retrieve.

Soon it will be over and all attic stored again

Soon yearly festivities will cease to be ‘til then.

But in between the effort and our enjoyment stand

The miracles and message of a distant age and land.

__Chip Steele 2007

