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MORNING WORSHIP SERVICE
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WE WELCOME OUR VISITORS AND PRAY THAT YOUR

WORSHIP HERE WILL ALWAYS BE A BLESSING

In your Son, O God, we discover salvation coming to all who need.  Our past is made new, our future restored, and we rejoice.  Amen.

GATHERING AROUND THE WORD

PRELUDE

BRINGING THE SYMBOLS OF OUR FAITH AND THE LIGHT     OF CHRIST 

CHORAL INTROIT          

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                    
We give thanks for the light of Christ, shining in the lives of all God’s people. With the prophets Isaiah and Jeremiah, 
we watch and wait for the coming of Christ who will bring light and peace to the world.  
With John the Baptist, we cry out in the wilderness,
 “Prepare the way of the Lord!  Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” 

With Mary, the mother of Jesus, we rejoice, for the Mighty One of Israel has done great things for us. 

How holy is God’s name!  
Light of Jesus, show the way. 
Shine in us forever—this we pray. Amen.

*HYMN #462        “CHRIST WHOSE GLORY”     (tune Dix)

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION  

Almighty God, in a world heavy with the threat of war, the Prince of Peace comes.  In a time characterized by greed and selfishness, you present us this selfless gift.  In an age burdened by despair and lack of hope, you announce the advent of the Promised One.  In a society self-defined by success, the Savior of the world is a Suffering Servant.  In the midst of a people who have lost their direction, he is the Way, the Truth, the Life.  Forgive us for not wanting change unless it benefits us.  Open us to the transformation Jesus was born to bring.  [Time for silent reflection]   Amen. 

*ASSURANCE OF PARDON

*RESPONSE: HYMN #9 stanza 3

O come, Desire of nations, bind 

All peoples in one heart and mind;

Bid envy, strife and discord cease, 

Fill the whole world with heaven’s peace.

Rejoice!  Rejoice!  

Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel!

THE WORD OF GOD

CHORAL ANTHEM             “GO TELL IT ON THE MOUNTAIN”

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE  

SCRIPTURE                                             LUKE 1:41-55 (page 1523) 

                                                              MICAH 5:2, 4, 5a (page 1389) 

SERMON                                           “BLESSED ARE THE WEAK”                                                    

RESPONDING TO THE WORD

*HYMN       “MARY GLADLY TOLD HER COUSIN “ (see the insert)

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH                 Isaiah 12:2

Surely God is my salvation.  I will trust, and not be afraid, for the Lord God is my strength and my might.  He has become my salvation.    

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER

PRESENTATION OF HIS TITHES AND OUR OFFERINGS

*THE DOXOLOGY                          


Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;


Praise Him, all creatures here below;


Praise Him above, ye heavenly host;


Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen.     

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION

*HYMN #2                   “COME, YHOU LONG-EXPECTED JESUS”

*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 

*CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE 540     “GOD BE WITH YOU”

God be with you till we meet again.
*POSTLUDE                                                                        

*Congregation stands 

All hymns are from the blue Presbyterian hymnal.

The Bad Girls will be lighting the advent wreath. 

WORSHIP HAS ENDED.  LET THE SERVICE BEGIN!

REMEMBER IN PRAYER: Ernie Morgan (Jennifer’s dad, heart catheterization Dec. 28), Mary Lockamy (cataract removal, Billy Sutton (home from hospital Thursday), Eric Barber, G.B. Bason, Ingrid Davis, Stewart Hockaday, Lindsay Hanna, Allen Wooden, L ‘Wanna, Katherine, wife of Nancy Apple’s cousin, Tempe Fussell, Landy Patton, Al Zaiser, Bookie Williams, Sandra Durham, Sam Jenkins, Todd Allen, Kathy & Steve Ernst, Ann & Jacky Johnson, Laura Younger, Debby Sykes, Alex Ingle, Jeff & his family, T. J. Griggs, Clara Cobb, Marshall Overby, Meridith Wilkins, Dustin Soddy, Don Weeks, Ed Faulkner, Jr., Lindsay Johnson, Frank Thomas, Clifton Black, Betty Garcia, Bonita Harden, Matt Garner, Mark Mahaffey, Carl Barber, Bill Foster, Brian Simmons, Joseph McCormick, Jr., Mark Walter, Ilene Rominger, Kyle Torreyson, Diana Mizell, John Walters, Jr., Donnie Vernon, Priscilla Buckaloo, Lisa Holt, Frank Lambert, Sharyon Whitlow, Brooke Porterfield, Renee Sharpe, Susan Judge, Kathy Peterson, Amy Stern, Tony Mott & Brandi, Marsha’s friend Carla and her family, Syble Ingle, our servicemen & their families, Brian Catts, Julie Buck, John and Betty Muench, Brent Karasick, Bill Drummond, Sue Sutton,  David Ingleson, Rev. Jesse Baity, Vallie & Jim Palmer,  Stephanie Beach, Herbert Clapp, Mrs. Coble, Ragan Allison, Laurie Youngblood, Ann Ingle Clark, Chris Andrews, Emily Fields, Brett Bowden. 

Pink poinsettias have been placed in the sanctuary this morning by the family in honor of Floyd and Clara’s 53rd anniversary on December 15th.
The offering last Sunday was $2,970.15.  Of that, $20 was to the Water/sewer fund and $70 to the Haiti Project. 

PRIVATE "TYPE=PICT;ALT=cid:1.1997036929@web83603.mail.sp1.yahoo.com"OPPORTUNITIES
AMPLIFIERS for the hearing impaired are available from the ushers. Please turn them off at the end of the service to preserve batteries!        

USHERS today are Amy Wheeler and Ann Marion.  Next Sunday James Ingle and Barry Shelton will serve.  

GREETERS today are Ann Jennings & Mauricio Castro.  Next week Valerie Castro & Vera Ingle will serve.   

Offertory Clerks for December are Marsha Sutton and Sylvia Edwards. 

The Church Concerns Ministry will meet Monday night at 6:30 at the church.

The BAD Girls Christmas Party & Cookie Exchange is Tuesday at 6:30 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall.  Everyone is invited.  For further information, contact Ann Marion or Cindy Ingle.
The Wednesday Evening Bible Study will meet next in January.

There will be no Choir Practice this week.    

The Springwood Christmas Post Office is open! There is an alphabetized box in the vestibule near the window to the right. You may put cards to regular church attenders there. Please check YOUR name each week to see if you have mail. Because Christmas is about sharing Christ's love, consider donating the money you save on stamps to the church's benevolence fund--or another agency that helps the needy.

The B.A.D. Girls are now taking orders for the cookbook.  We do not know how much the book will be because the price will depend on the number of recipes we receive.  It will not be ready for Christmas.                      
When you shop for groceries, don’t forget the Good Shepherd Kitchen!  Special needs are kitchen and laundry detergents, mayonnaise, paper goods, and any staple goods are always welcome.  

***

"Always keep your words soft and sweet, just in case you have to eat them." - Andy Rooney 

A government that robs Peter to pay Paul can always depend on the support of Paul. – George Bernard Shaw      
                                                     ***

Mary Gladly Told Her Cousin

Used with permission of Carolyn Winfrey Gillette/           Presbyterian Outlook

Tune: “Once in Royal David’s City” PH #49

Mary gladly told her cousin, Praise the Lord!  My spirit sings!”

Young and humble, she’d been chosen!                                          God was surely changing things!

God of love, her words ring true As we sing her prayer to you:

“Now my soul is gladly singing At the greatness of the Lord.

I rejoice, for God is bringing His salvation to the world.

All who live will say I’m blest Even in my lowliness.

“God is mighty, just and holy, and He’s done great things for me.

Those who fear him know the mercy That God gives us endlessly.

Might ones are brought down low; Lowly ones find blessings flow.

“God has filled the poor and hungry, And he’s sent the rich away.

God is active here in history, In a real and wondrous way.

God has promised, and I’m blessed, For I know God’s faithfulness.”

Letter from Jesus about Christmas 


It has come to my attention that many of you are upset that folks are taking My name out of the season. How I personally feel about this celebration can probably be most easily understood by those of you who have been blessed with children of your own. I don't care what you call the day. If you want to celebrate My birth, just GET ALONG AND LOVE ONE ANOTHER.
   Now, having said that, let Me go on. If it bothers you that the town in which you live doesn't allow a scene depicting My birth, then just get rid of a couple of Santas and snowmen and put in a small Nativity scene on your own front lawn If all My followers did that there wouldn't be any need for such a scene on the town square because there would be many of them all around town. Stop worrying about the fact that people are calling the tree a holiday tree, instead of a Christmas tree. It was I who made all trees. You can remember Me anytime you see any tree. Decorate a grape vine if you wish: I actually spoke of that one in a teaching, If you have forgotten that one, look up John 15: 1 - 8. If you want to give Me a present in

 remembrance of My birth here is my wish list. Choose something from it:

1. 1.  Instead of writing protest letters objecting to the way My birthday is being celebrated, write letters of love and hope to soldiers away from home. They are terribly afraid and lonely this time of year. I know, they tell Me all the time.

2. Visit someone in a nursing home. You don't have to know them personally. They just need to know that someone cares about them.
 
3. Instead of writing the President complaining about the wording on the cards his staff sent out this year, why don't you write and tell him that you'll be praying for him and his family this year. Then follow up... It will be nice hearing from you again.

4. Instead of giving your children a lot of gifts you can't afford and they don't need, spend time with them. Tell them the story of My birth, and why I came to live with you down here. Hold them in your arms and remind them that I love them.
 
5 Pick someone that has hurt you in the past and forgive him or her.



2. 6. Did you know that someone in your town will attempt to take their own life this season because they feel so alone and hopeless? Since you don't know who that person is, try giving everyone you meet a warm smile; it could make the difference.
 
7. Instead of nit picking about what the retailer in your town calls the holiday, be patient with the people who work there. Give them a warm smile and a kind word. Even if they aren't allowed to wish you a "Merry Christmas" that doesn't keep you from wishing them one. Then stop shopping there on Sunday. If the store didn't make so much money on that day they'd close and let their employees spend the day at home with their families
 
8. If you really want to make a difference, support a missionary-- especially one who takes My love and Good News to those who have never heard My name.

9. Here's a good one. There are individuals and whole families in your town who not only will have no "Christmas" tree, but neither will they have any presents to give or receive. If you don't know them, buy some food and a few gifts and give them to the Salvation
Army or some other charity which believes in Me and they will make
 the delivery for you.
 
10. Finally, if you want to make a statement about your belief in and loyalty to Me, then behave like a Christian. Don't do things in secret that you wouldn't do in My presence. Let people know by your actions that you are one of mine.
 
Don't forget; I am God and can take care of Myself. Just love Me and do what I have told you to do. I'll take care of all the rest. Check out the list above and get to work; time is short. I'll help you, but the ball is now in your court. And do have a most blessed Christmas with all those whom you love and remember :

I LOVE YOU,

JESUS







