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WE WELCOME OUR VISITORS AND PRAY THAT YOUR

WORSHIP HERE WILL ALWAYS BE A BLESSING

Draw us into your presence, Holy One, that in this sacred season, we may be still and know you are God.  Renew our hope as we continue to travel through these days of waiting for the Savior to come into our lives.  Amen.

GATHERING AROUND THE WORD

PRELUDE

BRINGING THE SYMBOLS OF OUR FAITH AND THE LIGHT     OF CHRIST 

CHORAL INTROIT          

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

CALL TO WORSHIP 

We give thanks for the light of Christ, 
shining in the lives of all God’s people.
With the prophets Isaiah and Jeremiah, 
we watch and wait for the coming of Christ 
who will bring light and peace to the world.  
With John the Baptist, we cry out in the wilderness, 

“Prepare the way of the Lord!  Repent, 

for the kingdom of heaven has come near.”  
With Mary, the mother of Jesus, we rejoice, 

for the Mighty One of Israel has done great things for us. 

How holy is God’s name!  
With Matthew, Mark, Luke and John, 

we tell the story of Jesus, the child of Bethlehem, 

who came to save us, 

and is coming again in glory.  

Light of Jesus, show the way. 
Shine in us forever—this we pray. Amen.

*HYMN #38                “IT CAME UPON THE MIDNIGHT CLEAR”         
*PRAYER OF CONFESSION       HYMN 44 stanza 4

O holy Child of Bethlehem, Descend to us, we pray;

Cast out our sin and enter in, Be born in us today.

We hear the Christmas angels The great glad tidings tell;

O come to us, abide with us, Our Lord Emmanuel.

[Time for silent reflection]   Amen.
*ASSURANCE OF PARDON

*RESPONSE: HYMN #23  refrain 
Gloria in excelsis Deo; Gloria in excelsis Deo.

THE WORD OF GOD

CHORAL ANTHEM                                 “WHAT CHILD IS THIS”

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE  

SCRIPTURE                                   ISAIAH 9:2-7 (pages 1031-1032) 

                                                          LUKE 2:1-20 (pages 1524-1525) 

SERMON                                        “IN THE FULLNESS OF TIME”                                                    

RESPONDING TO THE WORD

*HYMN #28                                    “GOOD CHRISTIAN FRIENDS “ 
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH                 HYMN 49 stanzas 2, 4

He came down to earth from heaven 

Who is God and Lord of all,

And His shelter was a stable, 

And His cradle was a stall.

With the poor, oppressed and lowly, 

Lived on earth our Savior holy.

And our eyes at last shall see Him, 

Through His own redeeming love,

For that Child so dear and gentle 

Is our Lord in heaven above;

And He leads his children on 

To the place where He is gone.

IN GOD’S TIME: Report of the Pastor Nominating Committee
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER

PRESENTATION OF HIS TITHES AND OUR OFFERINGS

PENNIES FOR HUNGER & JOY GIFT OFFERING

*THE DOXOLOGY                         (over)       


Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;


Praise Him, all creatures here below;


Praise Him above, ye heavenly host;


Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen.     

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION

*HYMN #41                                    “O COME, ALL YE FAITHFUL”

*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 

*CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE 29

Go, tell it on the mountain, Over the hills and everywhere;

Go, tell it on the mountain That Jesus Christ is born!

*POSTLUDE                                                                        

*Congregation stands 

All hymns are from the blue Presbyterian hymnal.

WORSHIP HAS ENDED.  LET THE SERVICE BEGIN!

REMEMBER IN PRAYER: Vera Ann, P.J. Coble family (on the sudden death of his son Timmy), James Brown, Ernie Morgan (Jennifer’s dad, heart catheterization Dec. 28), Billy Sutton, G.B. Bason, Ingrid Davis, Stewart Hockaday, Lindsay Hanna, Allen Wooden, L ‘Wanna, Katherine, wife of Nancy Apple’s cousin, Tempe Fussell, Landy Patton, Al Zaiser, Bookie Williams, Sam Jenkins, Todd Allen, Kathy & Steve Ernst, Ann & Jacky Johnson, Laura Younger, Debby Sykes, Alex Ingle, Jeff & his family, T. J. Griggs, Clara Cobb, Marshall Overby, Dustin Soddy, Don Weeks, Lindsay Johnson, Frank Thomas, Clifton Black, Bonita Harden, Matt Garner, Mark Mahaffey, Carl Barber, Bill Foster, Brian Simmons, Joseph McCormick, Jr., Mark Walter, Ilene Rominger, Kyle Torreyson, Diana Mizell, John Walters, Jr., Donnie Vernon, Priscilla Buckaloo, Lisa Holt, Frank Lambert, Sharyon Whitlow, Brooke Porterfield, Renee Sharpe, Susan Judge, Kathy Peterson, Amy Stern, Tony Mott & Brandi, Marsha’s friend Carla and her family, Syble Ingle, our servicemen & their families, Brian Catts, Julie Buck, John and Betty Muench, Brent Karasick, Bill Drummond, Sue Sutton,  David Ingleson, Rev. Jesse Baity, Vallie & Jim Palmer,  Stephanie Beach, Herbert Clapp, Mrs. Coble, Ragan Allison, Laurie Youngblood, Ann Ingle Clark, Chris Andrews, Emily Fields, Brett Bowden. 

The offering last Sunday was $1,449.75 all for the general fund.

A donation to the Springwood benevolence fund has been made by Dale to the congregation, with Christmas blessings and love. 

We welcome Robin Bunton back into membership at Springwood, in action taken at the December 17 meeting, and welcome Ray and Annabelle worshipping with us.

OPPORTUNITIES

AMPLIFIERS for the hearing impaired are available from the ushers.  Please turn them off at the end of the service to preserve the batteries.

USHERS today are James Ingle and Barry Shelton.  Next Sunday Mary Lockamy and Nancy Apple will serve.  

GREETERS today are Valerie Castro & Vera Ingle.  Next week Amy Wheeler & Ann Marion will serve. 

Please take your poinsettias home today to enjoy or share!

The Christmas program is tonight at 5:00  in the sanctuary, followed by a pot luck dinner and "tree and treats.”

Everyone coming to the Christmas program and dinner tonight is encouraged to bring a recipe for the Springwood cook book.
The Wednesday Evening Bible Study will meet next in January.

Choir Practice Wednesday at 7:30 p.m.  

The church office will be closed for Christmas from Thursday, Dec. 24 - Monday, Dec. 28; and for New Year's Eve, Thursday, Dec. 30.  Dale can be reached by cellphone 508-5398 or at home 379-9271.

FOUND: We have a light blue set of winter gloves and a pair of brown framed reading glasses. Please call the church office if they are yours.

The Springwood Christmas Post Office is open! There is an alphabetized box in the vestibule near the window to the right. You may put cards to regular church attenders there. Please check YOUR name each week to see if you have mail. Because Christmas is about sharing Christ's love, consider donating the money you save on stamps to the church's benevolence fund--or another agency that helps the needy.         

The B.A.D. Girls are still taking orders for the cookbook.  We do not know how much the book will be because the price will depend on the number of recipes we receive.  It will not be ready for Christmas.                             
When you shop for groceries, don’t forget the Good Shepherd Kitchen!  Special needs are kitchen and laundry detergents, mayonnaise, paper goods, and any staple goods are always welcome.  

MERRY CHRISTMAS







