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THE LOVE FEAST

WE WELCOME OUR VISITORS AND PRAY THAT YOUR

WORSHIP HERE WILL ALWAYS BE A BLESSING

God, my Father in Heaven, thank you for the grace you send me everyday.  Teach me how to love you with all my heart and all my soul.  Amen.  Emile, St. Joseph’s Home for Children, Haiti 

GATHERING AROUND THE WORD

PRELUDE

BRINGING THE SYMBOLS OF OUR FAITH AND THE LIGHT     OF CHRIST 

CHORAL INTROIT          

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

*CALL TO WORSHIP
Love that knew us before we were born,

Love that sustains us all our days,

Love that will not let us go

Love Incarnate, we come to worship you.

*HYMN #63                         “AS WITH GLADNESS MEN OF OLD”

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION

Forgive us, O God, for avoiding the light you shine on our path—for preferring not to see the Christ when he beckons—for looking for what glitters instead of seeking your glory.   [Time for silent reflection]   Amen
*ASSURANCE OF PARDON

*RESPONSE: GLORIA PATRI

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost!

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, World without end.   Amen, Amen.

THE WORD OF GOD

CHORAL ANTHEM         “I KNOW WHO HOLDS TOMORROW”

Jesus Christ is Revealed: The Message in Word and Song

Isaiah 49: 1-7
“Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus” 

Come, Thou long-expected Jesus, Born to set Thy people free;

From our sins and fears release us; Let us find our rest in Thee.

Israel’s strength and consolation, 

Hope of all the earth Thou art;

Dear desire of every nation, Joy of every longing heart.

Matthew 2: 1-12

 “We Three Kings” 

We three kings of Orient are, Bearing gifts we traverse afar,

Field and fountain, moor and mountain, Following yonder star.

O star of wonder, star of night, Star with royal beauty bright;

Westward leading, still proceeding, 

Guide us to thy perfect light!

Luke 3: 21-22

“Christ, When for Us You Were Baptized”  (tune “Amazing Grace”)

Christ, when for us You were baptized, 

God’s Spirit on You came,

As peaceful as a dove and yet, As urgent as a flame.

God called You “My beloved Son,” 

The suffering servant true,

Sent You the kingdom to proclaim, God’s holy will to do.

John 1: 35-42

“Dear Lord and Father of Mankind”

In simple trust like theirs who heard, Beside the Syrian sea,

The gracious calling of the Lord, 

Let us, like them, without a word, Rise up and follow Thee.

I Corinthians 1: 1-9

“O Love That Wilt Not Let Me Go” 

 O love that wilt not let me go, I rest my weary soul in Thee;

I give Thee back the life I owe, 

That in Thine ocean depths its flow May richer, fuller be.

RESPONDING TO THE WORD

THE LOVE FEAST

Come, Lord Jesus, our Guest to be,

and bless these gifts bestowed by thee.

Bless thy dear ones everywhere

and keep them in thy love and care.  Amen.

The story of the first Moravian Love Feast,

  during which the Dieners will serve 

the love feast buns and coffee or apple juice.  

Afterwards, they will collect the cups and napkins.

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH                      I John 4:16

God is love, and those who abide in love abide in God and God abides in them.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER

PRESENTATION OF HIS TITHES AND OUR OFFERINGS

*THE DOXOLOGY

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;


Praise Him, all creatures here below;


Praise Him above, ye heavenly host;


Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen.                                     

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION

*HYMN #411                          “ARISE, YOUR LIGHT IS COME!”

*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 

*POSTLUDE                                                                        

*Congregation stands 

All hymns are from the blue Presbyterian hymnal.

WORSHIP HAS ENDED.  LET THE SERVICE BEGIN!

REMEMBER IN PRAYER: Ann and John Marion and family at the death of Ann's aunt, Clara and Floyd's neighbor Ruby (chemo), Lisa Griggs' cousin Mary Gaye Evans and family at the death of Mary Gaye's husband in a car accident, Carlie Torreyson (aneurysm),

Kyle Torreyson (chemo), Rod Sutherland, Betty Andrews, Betty Meunch’s friend Dorothy, Ruth Cooper, Vera Ann, James Brown, Ernie Morgan (Jennifer’s dad), G.B. Bason, Ingrid Davis, Stewart Hockaday, Lindsay Hanna, Allen Wooden, Katherine, wife of Nancy Apple’s cousin, Tempe Fussell, Landy Patton, Al Zaiser, Bookie Williams, Sam Jenkins, Todd Allen, Kathy & Steve Ernst, Ann & Jacky Johnson, Laura Younger, Debby Sykes, Alex Ingle, Jeff & his family, T. J. Griggs, Clara Cobb, Marshall Overby, Lindsay Johnson, Frank Thomas, Clifton Black, Bonita Harden, Matt Garner, Mark Mahaffey, Carl Barber, Bill

Foster, Brian Simmons, Joseph McCormick, Jr., Mark Walter, Ilene Rominger, Kyle Torreyson, Diana Mizell, John Walters, Jr., Priscilla Buckaloo, Lisa Holt, Frank Lambert, Sharyon Whitlow, Brooke Porterfield, Renee Sharpe, Susan Judge, Kathy Peterson, Amy Stern, Tony Mott & Brandi, Marsha’s friend Carla and her family, Syble Ingle, our servicemen & their families, Brian Catts, Julie Buck, John and Betty Muench, Brent Karasick, Bill Drummond, Sue Sutton,  David Ingleson, Rev. Jesse Baity, Vallie & Jim Palmer,  Stephanie Beach, Herbert Clapp, Mrs. Coble, Ragan Allison, Laurie Youngblood, Ann Ingle Clark, Chris Andrews, Emily Fields, Brett Bowden. 

The offering last Sunday was $4,197.50 with $70.00 to the Haiti mission, $300.00 to water/sewer and $50.00 to the Christmas Joy offering.

OPPORTUNITIES

AMPLIFIERS for the hearing impaired are available from the ushers.  Please turn them off at the end of the service to preserve the batteries.

USHERS today are Roger Ingle and Mauricio Castro.  Next Sunday Amy Wheeler and Ann Marion will serve.  

GREETERS today are Betty Small & Arlene Ingle.  Next week Billy & Sue Sutton will serve. 

The Church Concerns Committee will meet Monday night at 6:30 at the church. 

The Wednesday Night Bible Study starts back this Wednesday, 6:30-7:30 for a study of the book of Ruth.  We welcome new members!                     

Choir Practice Wednesday at 7:30 p.m. 

The Session will meet THIS Thursday, the 14th, to examine elders of the class of 2012 and have a pot luck dinner.

Next Sunday is Pennies for Hunger Sunday.
This  Sunday is Blanket and Tools Sunday.  When you contribute $5.00, it will buy a blanket or needed tools for a better life for someone in the world. 

The January newsletter is available in the vestibule or Fellowship Hall for those who receive their newsletter at the church.

On January 17, we'll have the Annual Meeting plus installation of Elders, class of 2012, and election of members of the Nominating Committee for 2010.  Also, we will have the election of Elders emeritus. Nominated are Eugene Buckaloo, L'Wanna Donnell, Ann Jennings, and Billy Sutton. 

FOUND: We have a light blue set of winter gloves and a pair of brown framed reading glasses. Please call the church office if they are yours.

The B.A.D. Girls are still taking orders for the cookbook.  We do not know how much the book will be because the price will depend on the number of recipes we receive.  Work is continuing on the cookbook but we are short about 200 recipes to reach our goal of 500.                               
When you shop for groceries, don’t forget the Good Shepherd Kitchen!  Special needs are kitchen and laundry detergents, mayonnaise, paper goods, and any staple goods are always welcome.  

***

I have a scheme for stopping war. It's this - no nation is allowed to enter a war till they have paid for the last one.  __Will Rogers








