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MORNING WORSHIP SERVICE

October 17, 2010                           11:00 A.M.

O God, help us to believe that life itself is a prayer.  May the prayers we say shape the lives we live, just as the lives we live shape the prayers we say.   May we be shaped into your kingdom people.  Amen.

GATHERING AROUND THE WORD

PRELUDE

BRINGING THE SYMBOLS OF OUR FAITH AND THE LIGHT     OF CHRIST 

CHORAL INTROIT                              

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

CALL TO WORSHIP                                         from Psalm  119                            

You are righteous, O God, and your decisions are just.

The way you teach me to live is right.  

Help me to understand it, so I can live to the fullest.

Hear our prayers, O God, and keep us in your truth.  

Praise cascades from my lips, and I sing of your promises.         

*HYMN 293 (PH)                        “THIS IS MY FATHER'S WORLD”

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION                      

Righteous God, it’s easy for us to distort the truths you set before us—to select what’s convenient to hear and expedient to do—to justify our prejudices—to fail to seek justice—to make excuses for our failures—even to insist we do not fail you.  Have mercy on us.  Open our eyes and our conscience, and move us to follow Jesus’ way.  [Time for silent reflection]   Amen.

*ASSURANCE OF PARDON

*RESPONSE: GLORIA PATRI 579 (PH)

THE WORD OF GOD

CHORAL ANTHEM                                          “WHAT A FRIEND”

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

SCRIPTURE
                                            LUKE 18:1-8 (page  1561)                                                                                                                             

SERMON                  “PRAY ALWAYS.  DO NOT LOSE HEART.”

 RESPONDING TO THE WORD

*HYMN 261 (PH)                                     “GOD OF COMPASSION, IN MERCY BEFRIEND US”                  (tune 25 PH, Away in a Manger)

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH                 from the PCUSA first catechism             

We pray because we are created to live with God, who desires the prayers of our hearts.  Our hearts long for God, for we need God’s help and guidance every day.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD'S PRAYER

                                                                          from Luke 11: 2-4

Father, hallowed be your name.  Your kingdom come.  Give us each day our daily bread.  And forgive us our sins, for we ourselves forgive everyone indebted to us.  And do not bring us to the time of trial.  Amen. 

PRESENTATION OF HIS TITHES AND OUR OFFERINGS

PENNIES FOR HUNGER OFFERING

*THE DOXOLOGY 591 (PH)                                          

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION  

*HYMN 332 (PH)                                                “LIVE INTO HOPE” 

*CHARGE, BENEDICTION

*CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE 535 (PH)  

Go with us, Lord, and guide the way 

Through this and every coming day,

That in Your Spirit strong and true 

Our lives may be our gift to You.

CARRYING THE LIGHT OF CHRIST INTO THE WORLD

POSTLUDE 

*CONGREGATION STANDS                                                                       

WORSHIP HAS ENDED, LET THE SERVICE BEGIN!

REMEMBER IN PRAYER

Church Family: James Brown, Priscilla Buckaloo, Cheryl Faircloth, David and Laura Franklin in David's job transition, TJ Griggs (Johns Hopkins), Virginia Griggs,  Renate Ingle,  Jessica's friend's 10 month old child, Mary Lockamy as she adjusts to using insulin, Ann Marion and her family in Virginia, Rupert McIntosh, Marti & Bob Morton, John (he's been in the hospital lately) and Betty Muench, Barry Shelton, the Simmons children in the absence of their father,  Bonnie Sutherland, Sue Sutton.  

Family and Friends: Wendy Andrews, the family of Christine Barnhill (friend of Alice Rickman), GB Bason, Lisa Bell,  Frederick Burck (surgery), Tim Burnwood, Ann Ingle Clark, Clara Cobb, Calvin Combs, Philip Coolbaugh, Judy Crotts, Sally Dixon, Traci Dodd, Catherine Eagles, Kathy Ernst, family of Tony Estes, Bill Foster, Matt Garner, Ann Silver Griggs, Ruby Hamilton, Lindsay Hanna, Bonita Harden, Steve Hughes,  Alex Ingle, Pauline Ingle, Jeff and his family, Sam Jenkins, Ann and Jacky Johnson, Lindsay Johnson, Rita Kabazz, family of William King (brother-in-law of Virginia Griggs), family of Camille Kivett, Dee Liss, John Marion's dad, traveling to Korea to visit John's brother, sister-in-law, new baby, Joseph McCormick Jr, Tracy McKinney, Peter McKinnon, Lib McPherson (MRI) Rick and Judith Minneker, Jeff Moser, Marshall Overby,  Tim Pless, Hattie Ritter, Irene Rominger, Tommy Simmons, family of Wanda Small's dad who passed away Thursday,  Staley Baptist pastor Benny Smith on the death of his wife, Mary Stone, Debbie Sykes, Carlie Torreyson, Sharon Tyll, Roy Wall,  Mark Walter, John Walters (back in the hospital), Mozelle Wilson, Ann Wooten,  family of Buster Younts (Lisa Shelton's second cousin), Letha Yow, Bob Zamorski. National and World Concerns  Haiti, war In Iraq and Afghanistan, Israel and Palestine, military personnel and their families.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       

Praise God for the freeing of the miners in Chile and that Ann Jennings grandson has a job.                

The Rev. Genie Martin was elected Pastor of Springwood  Sunday, October 3!  She will be here November 1.  Please consider ways you individually can make her welcome. 

OPPORTUNITIES

USHERS today are Mary Lockamy and Ann Marion.  Next Sunday James Ingle and Barry Shelton will serve.                    

GREETERS today are Cindy & Gwyn Ingle.  Next week Gladys & Rupert McIntosh will serve. 

Carpools are being arranged to go to Presbytery to receive Genie Martin as Pastor of Springwood.  Please call the church office Monday to sign up!  You need to be in Greensboro around 2:15 p. m.


B.A.D. (Bible and Devotion) Girls Meeting Tuesday at 6:30 p. m.

Good Shepherd Kitchen Wednesday at 8:30 a. m.

The Wednesday Night Bible Study meets at 6:30.

Choir Practice Wednesday at 7:30 p. m.

The Session meets Thursday at 6:30 p. m.

The pastor's benevolent fund is low and needs are abundant! Please contribute as you can. Thanks—Dale    

The Springwood Times Newsletter is out and available in the vestibule for those who pick theirs up each month.    

Please join us for our monthly adult issues conference call with NAMI’s Medical Director Dr. Ken Duckworth and guest Gary Sachs. Dr. Sachs is the founder and director of the Bipolar Clinic and Research Program of Harvard and an Associate Professor of Psychiatry at the Harvard Medical School.   He will discuss “Bipolar Disorder.”  The call is toll free and scheduled from 11-12:30 Eastern Time on Friday, October 22nd.  To access the call, please dial 1-888-858-6021; participant code 309918#. This call can be made from any phone.   If you have any questions, please contact Bianca Ruffin at biancar@nami.org.                    

Please stay briefly after worship next Sunday to celebrate the blessing of our new water and sewer system! Sam Marshall, our General Presbyter, will join us.         

If you are interested in taking part in the 5th annual walk for suicide prevention in Raleigh on Sunday, November 7, you will find more information at http://trianglesuicideprevention.org/events.htm 


On April 1, there will be a conference on mental illness and how churches can help.  See the brochures posted on the doors to the sanctuary and fellowship hall for more information. 

Seven of the needed 8 ceiling fans for the fellowship hall have been purchased--many thanks to the donors! If you wish to purchase one, they are $100, including labor.

HABITAT: You may drop a contribution in the Habitat paint bucket in the vestibule any time between now and December.
                             

The Bread for the World Sunday scheduled for October 31 has been postponed to a later date. 

When you shop for groceries, don't forget the Good Shepherd Kitchen!  Special needs are: kitchen and laundry detergents, cleaning supplies, plastic spoons and forks (no knives), gloves, Styrofoam cups (especially 8 and 12 oz.), canned fruits, sugar, coffee, mayonnaise, cooking oil and spray, and any staple goods are welcome. 

***

The 34th miner in the cavern

"I've been near God, but I've also been near the devil. God won." So testified Mario Sepulveda, the second miner to be delivered in Chile's dramatic rescue operation. Their mine collapsed on August 5, trapping 33 men underground. Now all are safe. The New York Times reports that despite so many weeks living in darkness and uncertainty, not a single miner was treated for depression. Why? What was the secret to their indomitable spirits?
A dear friend gave me notes yesterday which she translated from Univision's reports on the story. They give us more of the faith dimension than I have found in English-language news accounts. Apparently the men were remarkably unified by their common faith in God. While they represented a wide spectrum of denominational positions, they all continued to trust that the Lord knew them and would rescue them.
One miner's comment was especially striking: "There were 33 of us, but we knew there were 34." I'm reminded of the testimony of the Babylonian king who threw three of God's people into his fiery furnace: "I see four men walking around in the fire, unbound and unharmed, and the fourth looks like a son of the gods" (Daniel 3:25)            .by Dr. James Denison

