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MORNING WORSHIP SERVICE
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" I will stand at my watchpoint, and station myself on the rampart;

               I will keep watch to see what he will say to me,  

and what he will answer concerning my complaints.

          Then the Lord answered me and said:  

Write the vision; make it plain on tablets, 

so that a runner may read it.

               For there is still a vision for the appointed time;  

            it speaks of the end, and does not lie."    Habakkuk 2: 1-3a
GATHERING AROUND THE WORD

PRELUDE

BRINGING THE SYMBOLS OF OUR FAITH AND THE LIGHT     OF CHRIST 

CHORAL INTROIT                              

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

CALL TO WORSHIP            from Psalm 91: 14-15 (The Message)                           

And God said, "If you'll hold on to me for dear life, 

I'll get you out of trouble".

We worship and give thanks.

"I'll give you the best of care if you'll only get to know and trust me," 

God says.

Praise God!

"Call me and I'll answer, be at your side in bad times".

All thanks be to God.

And God says, " I'll rescue you, then throw you a party!"

Let us worship together this magnificent God!       

*HYMN 276 (PH)                     “GREAT IS THY FAITHFULNESS”

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION                  

God of our salvation, we know that you are the one sending us 

the good news.  Yet too often we keep that good news to ourselves.  We are too busy to recognize your grace around us. We remain comfortably within our routines. We are silent when we should speak and we fail to invite others into fellowship with you and your people.   Forgive our selfishness, we pray in Jesus name.  [Time for silent reflection]   Amen.

*ASSURANCE OF PARDON

*RESPONSE: GLORIA PATRI

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost!

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, World without end.   Amen, Amen.

THE WORD OF GOD

CHORAL ANTHEM                                        “FARTHER ALONG”

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

SCRIPTURE
                                                                                      
THE EPISTLE................I TIMOTHY 6:6-19 (page 1771)


THE GOSPEL LESSON......LUKE 16:19-31 (page 1559) 

SERMON            “VIRTUAL REALITY OR THE REAL THING?”

                                                                         REV. RUTH LENGER                                                                                                                             

 RESPONDING TO THE WORD

*HYMN 339 (PH)                                       “BE THOU MY VISION”

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH                     The Confession of 1967                                                   

Christ’s cross and resurrection become, for us, personal crisis and present hope, when the gospel is proclaimed and believed.  In this way, the Spirit brings God’s forgiveness to us; moves us to respond in faith, repentance and obedience; and initiates the new life in Christ.


The new life takes shape in a community—the Church—where we know that God loves us and accepts us, in spite of what we are.  We, therefore, accept and love others, knowing that none of us has any ground on which to stand except on God’s grace.


The members of the church are emissaries of peace, seeking the good of humankind.   Our strength is in the confidence that God’s purposes, rather than our human plans, will finally prevail.  Life in Christ is eternal.  The resurrection of Jesus is God’s sign that God will complete the work of creation and reconciliation in us beyond death, and bring to fulfillment the new life begun in Christ.                                                PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD'S PRAYER                                                         

PRESENTATION OF HIS TITHES AND OUR OFFERINGS

*THE DOXOLOGY                                          

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;


Praise Him, all creatures here below;


Praise Him above, ye heavenly host;


Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen.                                     

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION  

*HYMN 466 (PH)  “O FOR A THOUSAND TONGUES TO SING”

*CHARGE, BENEDICTION

*CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE 586 (PH)   AMEN


                    A-men, A-men, A-men.                                       

CARRYING THE LIGHT OF CHRIST INTO THE WORLD

POSTLUDE                                                                        

WORSHIP HAS ENDED, LET THE SERVICE BEGIN!

REMEMBER IN PRAYER

Church Family: James Brown, Priscilla Buckaloo, Cheryl Faircloth, David and Laura Franklin in David's job transition, TJ Griggs, Virginia Griggs, Arlene Ingle (recovering from surgery at home), Renate Ingle (improving at ARMC),   Ann Marion as she ministers to her people at Fidelity and to her coworker Ed Faulkener Sr at the death of his son, Rupert McIntosh, Marti & Bob Morton, John and Betty Muench, Vallie and Jim Palmer as they travel, PNC, congregation, and candidate as we approach the election of Springwood's Pastor, Barry Shelton, the Simmons children in the absence of their father,  Bonnie Sutherland, Sue Sutton.  

Family and Friends: Wendy Andrews, GB Bason, Lisa Bell,  Frederick Burck, Tim Burnwood, Ann Ingle Clark, Clara Cobb, Calvin Combs, Philip Coolbaugh, Judy Crotts, Sally Dixon, Traci Dodd, Catherine Eagles, Kathy Ernst, Tony Estes, family of Ed Faulkener Jr. Bill Foster, Matt Garner, Ann Silver Griggs, Ruby Hamilton, Lindsay Hanna, Bonita Harden, Juanita Harward,  family of Patti Huey, Steve Hughes,  Alex Ingle, Pauline Ingle, Jeff and his family, Sam Jenkins, Ann and Jacky Johnson, Lindsay Johnson, Rita Kabazz, William King, Dee Liss, John Marion's dad, traveling to Korea to visit John's brother, sister-in-law, new baby, Joseph McCormick Jr, Tracy McKinney, Peter McKinnon, Rick and Judith Minneker, Jeff Moser, Marshall Overby,  Tim Pless, Hattie Ritter, Irene Rominger, Tommy Simmons, Mary Stone, Paul Sutton, Debbie Sykes, Carlie Torreyson, family of Lennie Tyll, Sharon Tyll, Roy Wall,  Mark Walter, John Walters, Myrtis Wilkins (out of ICU), Mozelle Wilson, Ann Wooten,  Letha Yow, Bob Zamorski. National and World Concerns  Gulf Coast oil spill, Haiti, war In Iraq and Afghanistan, Israel and Palestine, military personnel and their families.  

Marsha and Rickey Sutton are no longer using their land line.  They are using their cell phones only.  Marsha's number is 336-260-1108 & Rickey's is 336-260-7941.             

OPPORTUNITIES

Please welcome the Rev. Ruth Lenger to our pulpit today.  She was born and raised in Michigan.  After moving to NC, Ruth graduated from Salem College and Union Theological Seminary in Richmond, Va.  She has been active in Salem Presbytery since its beginning.  Now that she is retired from Spencer Presbyterian Church, she enjoys traveling in general, and particularly to visit her 3 adult children and 5 grandsons all living in different states,so we are fortunate to catch her at home this week!  She lives in High Point and attends Forest Hills Presbyterian Church there when not worshipping with others. 

AMPLIFIERS for the hearing impaired are available from the ushers.  Please turn them off at the end of the service to preserve the batteries.                    

USHERS today are James Ingle and Barry Shelton.  Next Sunday Bruce Andrews and Gwyn Ingle will serve.                    

GREETERS today are Betty Small & a volunteer for Arlene.  Next week Robin & Annabel Bunton will serve. 

The offering last Sunday was $1,398.74.  Of that, Pennies for hunger was $211.24 and $100.00 was for the ceiling fans. 

A donation was made to fund the ceiling fans in memory of Maude Ingle by Marsha and Rickey Sutton.


Dale is away for a clergy retreat and workshop.  She will return Wednesday afternoon. 

The Wednesday Night Bible Study meets at 6:30.

There will be no Choir Practice this week. 

The pastor's benevolent fund is low and needs are abundant! Please contribute as you can. Thanks—Dale

Offertory clerks for the month of October are Arlene Ingle and Robin Bunton.                  

At the request of the Pastor Nominating Committee, the Session calls a congregational meeting following worship next Sunday, October 3, for the purpose of electing Springwood's next pastor! Information about the candidate will appear in the October

 newsletter.  Please don't hound the PNC members for news before then! 

CROP Walk in the Springwood Cemetery, next Sunday, October 3, at 1 p. m.  All walkers are invited to a light lunch after church in the fellowship hall before the walk.  Walk as many circuits of the cemetery as you wish.  All who cannot join us in walking are welcome to contribute to CROP to combat hunger in Alamance and Guilford Counties and in the world.
                 

HABITAT: The session has authorized an offering for the Habitat house Springwood is helping to sponsor.  People may drop a

contribution in the Habitat paint bucket in the vestibule any time between now and December.

Triad Warm Line is a free, confidential, phone support for non-crisis issues. The warm line is a safe way to make contact with a warm voice for individuals who may feel isolated and need assistance coping with the challenges associated with mental health conditions.  Details are in the September newsletter. 

Seven of the needed 8 ceiling fans for the fellowship hall have been purchased--many thanks to the donors! If you wish to purchase one, they are $100, including labor.
                       

When you shop for groceries, don't forget the Good Shepherd Kitchen!  Special needs are: kitchen and laundry detergents, cleaning supplies, plastic spoons and forks (no knives), gloves, Styrofoam cups (especially 8 and 12 oz.), canned fruits, sugar, coffee, mayonnaise, cooking oil and spray, and any staple goods are welcome. 

                ***                                  

“America, for me, is a philosophical and emotional decision.  It is not a donkey or an elephant.  It's a flag and an idea.  It's a dream.”

__Scottish-born comedian Craig Ferguson, who became a U. S. citizen two years ago.

