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          January, 2010

Greetings from Reverend Dale Walker
Greetings in the name of the Lord, to the Springwood Saints!

As 2009 races to an end, I offer you two readings.  May they lead you to blessings in 2010!

Now that the mad rush is over, 

O center of stillness and peace;

Now that the needles are falling from the tree,

We thank you that you are still God-with-us.

As we face the year ahead, 

help us to accept the difficult parts of our lives; 

help us to make the changes we must make; 

bring us to new places of openness and love toward you and the people around us; 

help us to overcome the fears which keep us from fullness of life.

As the frigid days of January and February draw near, 

help us to keep warm places alive within us, 

where in secret, the bulbs of springtime tulips are nurtured.

As we face the year ahead, 

we thank you for one another 

and for your grace in Jesus Christ.

Help us individually and as a congregation 

to be signs of your compassion, 

hope, joy, and unity 

in this world you love 

in Jesus our Christ.  Amen.

 Ruth Duck

and

Keep your thoughts positive, because your thoughts become your words.

Keep your words positive, because your words become your behaviors.

Keep your behaviors positive, because your behaviors become your habits.

Keep your habits positive, because your habits become your values.

Keep your values positive, because your values become your destiny.

Gandhi 

May the light of Christ attend you past Christmas Day and into each day of 2010.  Dale

B.A.D. Girls of Springwood

The B.A.D. Girls of Springwood will meet on Jan. 19, 2010 and Feb. 16, 2010 in the fellowship hall at 6:30 pm.  Join us as we continue our study of the Holy Land. 
Work is continuing on the cookbook but we are short about 200 recipes to reach our goal of 500.  During this holiday season as you attend parties and family gatherings, please ask for recipes.  Gather from your children, parents, siblings and friends.  We can use them all.

  

Ann Marion
The Souper Bowl of Caring: How it began


A simple prayer: "Lord, even as we enjoy the Super Bowl football game, help us be mindful of those who are without a bowl of soup to eat" is inspiring a youth-led movement to help hungry and hurting people around the world.
 
This prayer, delivered by Brad Smith, then a seminary intern serving at Spring Valley Presbyterian Church in Columbia, SC, gave birth to an idea. Why not use Super Bowl weekend, a time when people come together for football and fun, to also unify the nation for a higher good: collecting dollars and canned food for the needy? Youth could collect donations at their schools and churches in soup pots, and then send every dollar DIRECTLY to a local charity of THEIR choice. 
 
The senior high youth of Spring Valley Presbyterian liked the idea so much they decided to invite other area churches to join the team. Twenty-two Columbia churches participated that first year, reporting their results so a total could be determined, and then sending all $5,700 they had raised to area non-profits.
 
That was 1990. Since then, ordinary young people have generated an extraordinary $50 million for soup kitchens, food banks and other charities in communities across the country. In addition, hundreds of thousands of youth have experienced for themselves the joy and satisfaction of giving and serving, inspiring people of all ages to follow their generous example.
 
We invite you to make your offering during worship on Sunday, February 7th We are asking each member of the congregation to consider giving at least one dollar to give to Loaves and Fishes, and at least one canned food item to give to the Good Shepherd Kitchen.
Closings/Cancellations

As in the past, Springwood will report closings, cancellations or delays to WFMY News 2, cable channel 9 for both Alamance and Guilford County residents.  The station provides an e-mail or text message service for delays or closings.  If you’d like to sign up for that service, please go to www.digtriad.com .

Christmas Gift Market
Springwood's Alternative Gift Market was a great success again this year.  The market was held on Sunday, November 15, 2009 just after worship. This year’s market raised over $1700.

Shoppers could choose to contribute to the Heifer Project, the Medical Benevolence Foundation, Loaves and Fishes, Allied Churches of Alamance, or to the Springwood Church Special Benevolence Fund. For handmade crafts and household items, shoppers could stop by the booth from Ten Thousand Villages, a fair trade store selling handmade items from around the world.  The market also offered one-pound bags of regular or decaffeinated “Just Coffee”, raised by our friends in our mission area of Mexico.

If you didn’t make it this year, look for news about the market next year and tell your friends!
Offertory Clerks

January and February:


JoAnn Sutton and Lisa Shelton
Session Digest

Actions taken at the regular stated meeting November 19, 2009:
· Agreed by common consent to end our business with the last renters in the manse by retaining their deposit and collecting the keys.
· Agreed with pleasure to accept Robin Bunton by transfer of membership from First Presbyterian Church in Burlington.
Actions taken at the special called meeting on December 6, 2009:
· Voted to accept a transfer of the trusteeship of the D. P. Foust Trust that benefits Springwood Church.  The trusteeship will no longer be in New Hope Presbytery but will be Springwood Church.
· Voted to designate the officers of Springwood Church Corporation as the named Trustees of the D. P. Foust Trust with the Guilford County Clerk of Court.
Actions taken at the regular meeting on December 17, 2009:

· Passed a motion to accept the letter of membership transfer from First Presbyterian Church of Burlington for Robin Bunton.  Robin spoke briefly to the Session.
· Passed a motion to authorize Cindy Ingle to meet with Debbie Dunbar of Darl Fowler, Attorney, for training on filing the annual Trust documents with the Clerk of Court; and to accept charges for such training from this law firm.
· Passed a motion to accept the proposed budget for 2010 presented by the Stewardship Committee with thanks for their work.
· Agreed by common consent that we should reconsider carpeting the sanctuary while the pews are removed for painting.  Barry will speak to our contractor about a price break.  Mike Griggs will present information about carpeting and about the Foust Trust disposition, including the grant received from Salem Presbytery Home Missions for our water and sewer project.
· Reviewed Elders list and Agreed to accept as Elders Emeritus any of those mentioned who will meet the qualifications by the end of 2009.
· Received the Treasurer's report showing a decline in giving for the year.
· Approved the form for submission to Presbytery regarding the Pastoral Call of Rev. Walker.
Parent’s Night Out
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A special Christmas Parent’s Night Out was held again this year on December 11, 2009. Eight children attended and participated in a craft, had dinner and goodies – and a fun play time and fellowship together!

Thanks to Ann Jennings and all the volunteers who came together to plan this event and make it a fun night for all the children who attended.

"Grace-ful" Benefits Received from Foust Trust

Long-time members of Springwood church are mostly familiar with the name of D. P. Foust.  He was one of the founding members of Springwood, gave the land on which the church and cemetery sit, and provided the cemetery fence.  In 1906, upon the death of his wife and at his request, his estate established among other bequests three Trusts to benefit Orange Presbytery.  Orange Presbytery eventually became Salem and New Hope Presbyteries.  Over the years these trusts have experienced varying success in fund growth and in being applied according to Mr. Foust's wishes; however, for the most part Springwood elders and sometimes Pastors have attempted to take an interest in seeing that the terms of the Trusts were honored. 


Now, at the end of 2009, over 100 years after the establishment of the trusts, major developments are occurring "in God's time" that affect these trusts and Springwood Church.

The first trust was designated as "Home Missions."  Although this trust has grown over the years, very little money has ever been disbursed from the fund.  At this time there is approximately $100,000 in disbursements that will be divided between Salem and New Hope.  This trust will still exist, and future trust earnings will also be disbursed when appropriate.   The very exciting news is that Salem Presbytery has answered Springwood's grant request with $50,000 from this trust to go toward our water and sewer project.  Sam Marshall, Executive Presbyter for Salem Presbytery, made the recommendation to the Presbytery Council following a meeting of representatives from Springwood, Salem Presbytery and New Hope Presbytery.  Mr. Marshall felt strongly at that meeting--as did Springwood's participants--that "God's time" has been working for us through the history of this trust, its disbursements, and the coming together of the Trustees' efforts to resolve some of the trust issues, to create an outcome that provided significant funding toward an important project for D. P. Foust's home church.  We are blessed!


The second of the trusts was designated as "Preaching to Weak Churches." Under North Carolina law, when the contents of a trust fall below a certain amount, the trustees can petition the court to dissolve the trust. Such dissolution is currently occurring with this trust. As of this year, once disbursements are made, there will be little left in the trust.  Therefore, upon petition by current Trustee New Hope Presbytery, this trust will no longer exist.  The remaining funds, approximately $23,000, will be given to New Hope and Salem Presbyteries (old Orange) and will still be subject to the same use restrictions that applied to the trust, that is, the funds must be used to help provide preachers for weak churches.  The primary difference is that because there is no longer a trust, there will be no required yearly accounting to the Clerk of Court.  Court costs and lawyer's fees will no longer have to be paid for these activities out of the Trust fund.  


The third trust was established for the purpose of paying a preacher for Springwood Church.  This trust followed Mr. Foust's desire to provide $300.00 each year--a generous salary for a preacher in 1906!  Several years ago the courts agreed to change the terms of the trust in order to keep up with the differences in pastoral salaries after 100 years.  Springwood currently receives 75% of the yearly earnings of the trust. 


The change in this Trust is that New Hope Presbytery will no longer be the trustee.  New Hope is voluntarily giving up their trusteeship, a role that will now be filled by Springwood Church.  Springwood's long-held desire to be trustee of our portion of D. P. Foust's bequest has finally been answered.  Beginning in 2010, Springwood will assume Trusteeship and will be responsible for filing annual accountings with the Guilford Clerk of Court.  We will also be responsible for requesting annual disbursements from the Presbyterian Foundation, holder of the Trust monies.


The Session has named the Officers of Springwood Church Corporation to serve as Trustees of this Trust.  Currently those officers are Mike Griggs, President; Barry Shelton, Vice President; and Cindy Ingle, Secretary.

Worship Service Greeters
January 2010


January 3

Amy Wheeler and Ann Marion
402-1911 and 449-4967


January 10

Betty Small and Arlene Ingle

449-6706 and 270-6134


January 17

Bill and Sue Sutton


449-6341


January 24

Cindy and Gwyn Ingle


449-6256


January 31

Gladys and Rupert McIntosh

447-4356

February 2010

February 7

Laura and David Franklin

449-6502


February 14

Nancy Apple and Mary Lockamy
449-0604 and 446-1399


February 21

Jennifer and Rod Sutherland

449-6824



SUBSTITUTE:  L’Wanna Donnell

586-9043

Calendar of Events
January

6
10:30am
Women’s Circle

10
11:00am
Love Feast and Blankets and Tools Sunday

11
 5:30pm
Worship Committee Meeting
6:30pm
Church Concerns Committee

13
6:30pm
Bible Study
7:30pm
Choir Practice

14
6:30pm
Session Meeting

19
6:30pm
BAD Girls Meeting

20
8:30am
Good Shepherd Kitchen


6:30pm
Bible Study
27
6:30pm
Bible Study
7:30pm
Choir Practice



February

3
6:30pm
Bible Study

7
11:00am
Souper Bowl of Caring Offering

8
6:30pm
Church Concerns Committee

10
10:30am
Women’s Circle

6:30pm
Bible Study

7:30pm
Choir Practice

16
6:30pm
BAD Girls Meeting

17
8:30am
Good Shepherd Kitchen


6:30pm
Bible Study

18
6:30pm
Session Meeting

24
6:30pm
Bible Study

7:30pm
Choir Practice

The Wednesday night Bible study starts back January 13, 6:30-7:30 for a study of the book of Ruth.  We welcome new members!
Blankets & Tools

 

Blankets and Tools is a special Mission opportunity. Our offering will provide resources to help people in some 80 nations, including the U.S.  It is a project of Church World Service.

 

Blankets and Tools can provide blankets, tents and other emergency shelter items in the wake of disaster. Gifts to Blankets and tools provide the right tools at the right time, making a difference in the lives of children and families in the world over, whether faced with an emergency or struggling to keep food on the table. Refugees returning home can be helped with tools to rebuild and seeds to replant fields. Families living in drought-plagued areas are helped to dig wells for clean, safe drinking waster, and for water to irrigate crops and gardens.

 

When you contribute $5 it will buy a blanket or needed tools for a better life for someone in the world. Springwood will have Blanket and Tools Sunday on January 10. 2010. Our gifts will "....let us love, not in word or speech, but in truth and action." I John 3:18.
Session Elders

Class of 2009
Ann Jennings

Rickey Sutton

Marsha Sutton
Class of 2010
Mike Griggs

Rupert McIntosh

Jennifer Sutherland
Class of 2011
Sylvia Edwards

Barry Shelton

Amy Wheeler
Class of 2012

L'Wanna Donnell
Gwyn Ingle
Vera Ingle
SPRINGWOOD’S MISSION

Springwood Presbyterian Church is a community of faith that strives to be open to the presence of God in the church and in the world, is dedicated to being a church for the community and its needs, and is devoted to presenting the claims of Jesus Christ and the Good News by providing a place of fellowship where Christian care and nurture are shared.
Springwood Presbyterian Church
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