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Monthly Newsletter               April, 2009

Greetings from Rev. Dale Walker


Greetings in the name of the Lord, to the Saints of Springwood!


Jesus celebrated the Passover meal each year as an observant Jew.  At his last Passover meal, however, he transformed it into his supper, giving his disciples a new covenant in which the bread and wine symbolize his own body and blood.  According to John’s Gospel, before the meal, Jesus washed the feet of his disciples the way a servant would; and he gave them a new commandment or “mandate”: to love one another.


The term “Maundy Thursday” comes from the Latin word for “mandate.”  The word “maundy” appears in the medieval custom that required royalty in England to “make their maunds” on Holy Thursday--ensuring that baskets of food and clothing were given to the poorest of their people.


On April 9, our Maundy Thursday observance will begin at 5:30 in Edgerton Hall with a catered dinner (no charge, but we MUST have reservations by noon on Thursday, April 2!)  It will be followed by a mini-Seder (pronounced “say-der”), or Passover meal, to help us “connect the dots” between Jesus’ understanding of the Passover and our own Lord’s Supper.  Then, somewhere around 7:00 p.m., we’ll move to the sanctuary for a worship service and share the Lord’s Supper.  Of course, no reservations are needed for the worship service, so if you cannot come for dinner and Seder, please do come to the worship service.


April will be a busy month for us.  I hope to see all of you at the 6:30 Easter morning sunrise service and breakfast, and at 11:00 worship.  Celebrating our Lord’s resurrection—and our hope of eternal life—is a fine thing to do twice in one day!  


The following Sunday, April 19, come see the movie “Fireproof” at 4:00 p.m.  Although the story line is about saving a troubled marriage, you will enjoy it whatever your marital status is.  We’ll have popcorn and drinks during the movie and sandwiches afterwards.


The Worship Committee is excited to announce that New Wineskins, the youth group of Mt. Pleasant United Methodist Church, will lead worship on Sunday, April 26.  I’m looking forward to experiencing their ministry.  


May your journey through Lent be fruitful.  

Grace and peace--  Dale
Vacation Bible School
Plans for Vacation Bible School are underway with a new schedule. This will be a one day VBS on Saturday,  
August 1.  We will begin in the morning with lunch and close with a family cookout. Plan now to help with the day and plan to enroll your children. Watch for more details.

  

Parent’s Night Out
The date for our next Parent’s Night Out is April 17. We hope for a pretty spring evening. Please register your children by noon on Wednesday, April 15th by calling the church (449-6998). This is important to help us plan for the evening. We will begin at 5:30 PM.  The children should be picked up by nine o’clock.
One Great Hour of Sharing Kickoff
We kicked off this year's One Great Hour of Sharing offering on March 15th. The Calendars of Giving along with the fish shaped coin banks were handed out. Following the service, everyone was invited to a simple meal of rice and beans to learn more about the global food crisis and the growing concerns of widespread hunger. For many families across the world a meal of rice and beans would be a feast.
 
The One Great Hour of Sharing offering has brought together Presbyterians and millions of other Christians to share God’s love with people in need. Your gifts support ministries of disaster response, refugee assistance and resettlement, and community development that helps people find safe refuge, start new lives and work together to strengthen their families and communities. 
 
Your offering to One Great Hour of Sharing will make a difference in someone’s life. The Offering will be collected on April 12th, 2009. 
Newsletter Delivery
Springwood is now delivering the monthly Newsletter by e-mail, Church pick-up and the postal service.  We began with the March newsletter and will continue to offer these options.
For those who are interested, receiving the newsletter by e-mail will save the church postage, paper and the time to print, fold and seal the newsletter.  If you are interested in e-mail or picking the newsletter up in the church vestibule, please send an e-mail to Vicky at the church:  springwoodpres@yahoo.com , call the church office or leave a note in Vicky’s box.   If you later decide you prefer a paper copy to be mailed to you, we will gladly put you back on the mailing list!

THANK YOU! 
Church Concerns Committee Report


     The committee met March 9th, 2009 and was opened in prayer and devotion by Ann Jennings.
 
     For our mission concerns, we discussed and planned the One Great Hour of Sharing luncheon which was held after service on March 15th. We also discussed and planned the Urban Ministries Food Drive on March 21st. We set the date of May 17th to have an Offering of Letters for Bread for the World following worship service followed with a Sandwich Luncheon. We also decided to keep our mission trip very local this year. We will form a team of people who will help do minor home repairs for our congregation members and families who are unable to perform such repairs. We will set aside one weekend a month and go out and perform the work needed.
 
     For our education concerns, we decided to cancel this year’s Easter Egg Hunt due to a lack of participation. We discussed and planned the Parent’s Night out on April 17th. We also discussed the showing of the movie “Fireproof” on April 19th. We also discussed the need of updating our Nursery Volunteer Schedule, and maintaining the Children’s Worship Packets each Sunday. We also discussed Vacation Bible School and have decided to try a new format. This year VBS will be just one all day event instead of a whole week. We are still trying to confirm the dates of Vacation Bible School, but we have two potential dates of July 18th or August 1st.
 
     For our evangelism concerns, we are looking for some potential new locations to host our Summer Cookouts.
Our next meeting will be April 6th at 6:30pm.
 
Chime Choir
The Springwood Presbyterian Chime choir will hold upcoming practices on March 22 and 29 and on April 5 from 4pm to 5:30pm on each day.
BAD Girls – Get Cookin’!

The BAD girls are going to begin working on a cookbook as a fund raiser for the Church.  We are looking for any recipes the congregation would like to share.  Anyone submitting a recipe will be given credit for the recipe in the book. We would also love to have old family recipes and will put them in the book in memory or honor of the family member.  In addition, we will have a section with healthy recipes and health tips.
Stay tuned for more information on when and where to send your recipes!

Thanks!
Ann Marion
Easter Lily Donations
If you wish to honor the life or memory of a loved one, you may make a donation to the One Great Hour of Sharing.  Two large Easter lilies will be placed in the sanctuary and the names of those so honored or memorialized will be printed in the bulletin.  Please let JoAnn Sutton or Lisa Shelton know the names and how you want them designated, by April 1, 2009. 

Homecoming 2009 

Homecoming at Springwood will be on June 7, 2009.  The speaker this year will be former Springwood minister Jonathan Freeman.  Please join us for the traditional covered dish luncheon following the service.

Calendar of April Events

1
6:30pm
Bible Study

5
11:00am
Worship and Communion

6
6:30pm
Church Concerns Committee Meeting

8
10:30am
Women’s Circle

6:30pm
Bible Study

7:30pm
Choir Practice


9
5:30pm
Maundy Thursday dinner and Seder

7:00 pm approximately Maundy Thursday Worship and Communion
12
6:30am
Easter Sunrise Service, breakfast

Calendar of April Events (cont.)
12
11:00am
Easter Worship Service

15
8:30am
Good Shepherd Kitchen


6:30pm
Bible Study

16
6:30pm
Session Meeting

17
5:30pm
Parent’s Night Out Until 9pm

19
4:00pm
Movie “Fireproof” 
20
Meals on Wheels

Newsletter deadline – May/June combined edition
21
Meals on Wheels

6:30pm
BAD Girls Meeting

22
Meals on Wheels

6:30pm
Bible Study


7:30pm
Choir Practice

26
11:00am
“New Wineskins” youth group leads worship service
29
6:30pm
Bible Study
Session Elders for 2009

Mike Griggs

Rupert McIntosh

Rickey Sutton

Ann Jennings

Marsha Sutton

Jennifer Sutherland

Barry Shelton

Amy Wheeler

Sylvia Edwards

SPRINGWOOD’S MISSION

Springwood Presbyterian Church is a community of faith that strives to be open to the presence of God in the church and in the world, is dedicated to being a church for the community and its needs, and is devoted to presenting the claims of Jesus Christ and the Good News by providing a place of fellowship where Christian care and nurture are shared.
Springwood Presbyterian Church
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