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Springwood Times

Monthly Newsletter               July/August, 2009
Greetings from Rev. Dale Walker
Greetings in the name of the Lord, to the Saints of Springwood!
Wow--Homecoming was wonderful, wasn’t it?  Great music, a profound sermon, catching up with Jonathan and his family and so many others, more food than all of us could eat, and a church crowded with enthusiastic worshippers!  Several of you commented, “I wish it were like this every Sunday.”

What’s to stop it?  I know, I know--there are lots of obstacles, and wishing won’t change anything.  But we’ve got more than wishes to go on.  Last Spring, in a retreat (if you’ve got your spring newsletter from ’08, go back and read the write-up), the Session began to dream about what Springwood could be over the next 10 years.  In January, the Session agreed for Springwood to participate in the Presbytery’s “Acts 16:5 Initiative” which I preached about in  January.  We see tremendous potential in Springwood and believe God is calling us forward – not to fail.

That’s what the Session’s done.  Now it’s time for you, the congregation, with God’s help and encouragement.  Each one of you has a part in this, no matter your age or circumstances.  Unless you can “catch the vision” as it unfolds, it won’t happen.

First, I invite you to see what you can do:

On the next page is a chart from a seminar called “Will Your Church Still Exist in 10 Years?”  As you can see, there are three columns.  Study it carefully (as the Session is doing) to see where you think Springwood falls in each of the 25 categories.  Where Springwood isn’t doing so well, what can you and we do together?

And that leads me to the next thing.  In the “Reformed and Always Being Reformed” column this month, you will find our PCUSA expectations of members.  Study that, too, and see what you individually can do to help Springwood thrive—not merely survive.  The Session has asked me to preach on these membership expectations this summer.  May your study and God’s Word bring us to a clear vision of what God intends for Springwood—and to a stronger commitment to do it together!

And whether you enjoy a vacation or a “stay-cation” this summer, God’s blessings be with you!  
Dale
Will Your Congregation Still Exist Ten Years From Now?

25 Factors That May Impact Your Survivability and Vitality

By

George Bullard

Strategic Leadership Coach with The Columbia Partnership

Voice: 803.622.0923, Web Site: www.TheColumbiaPartnership.org 

E-mail: GBullard@TheColumbiaPartnership.org
	#
	More Likely to Exist
	Marginal/Uncertain
	Less Likely to Exist

	1
	High expectations of members.
	Low expectations of members.
	Few or no expectations of members.

	2
	Empowering vision.
	Programmatically flavored and captivated.
	Controlled by Management.

	3
	Shared Vision.
	Pastor’s vision.
	No vision.

	4
	Clear core values.
	Fuzzy core values.
	No apparent clarity on values.

	5
	Intentional
	Unintentional
	Accidental

	6
	Kingdom-focused
	Self-focused
	Survival focused

	7
	Growing context, with contextual relevance.
	Stagnant context with some contextual relevance.
	Shifting context with contextual irrelevance.

	8
	Attendance growing
	Attendance plateaued
	Attendance declining

	9
	50+ percent have all four involvement factors true of them.
	25 to 50 percent have all four involvement factors true of them.
	Less than 25 percent have all four involvement factors true of them.

	10
	Experiencing conversion, biological, and transfer growth.
	Experiencing primarily biological and transfer growth.
	Experiencing primarily transfer growth, if any.

	11
	Relationships are about true friendships.
	Relationships are about meaningful fellowship.
	Relationships are about face familiarity.

	12
	Worship is true encounter with God.
	Worship is primary weekly program.
	Worship is a weekly cultural gathering.

	13
	136 or more in weekly worship attendance.
	80-135 in weekly worship attendance.
	Less than 80 in weekly worship attendance.

	14
	In Childhood to Early Retirement stages of life cycle.
	In Retirement, Birth, or Infancy stages of life cycle.
	In the Old Age stage of the life cycle.

	15
	Average age of active congregation is less than 55.
	Average age of active congregation is 55 to 65.
	Average age of active congregation is over 65.

	16
	Average tenure of active congregation is less than 15 years.
	Average tenure of active congregation is 15 to 25 years.
	Average tenure of active congregation is more than 25 years.

	17
	20+ percent of active adults are tithers.
	Less than 20 percent of active adults are tithers.
	Only a remnant of active adults are tithers.

	18
	More than 30 percent of budget goes to programs, ministries, activities, and missional efforts outside the congregation.
	20 to 30 percent of budget goes to programs, ministries, activities, and missional efforts outside the congregation.
	Less than 20 percent of budget goes to programs, ministries, activities, and missional efforts outside the congregation.

	19
	Conflict capacity.
	Close calls.
	Repeated conflict.

	20
	Empowering and shared leadership.
	Controlling leadership.
	Matriarchal and/or patriarchal leadership.

	21
	Empowering management.
	Controlling management.
	Dysfunctional management.

	22
	No significant debt for buildings and other areas.
	Significant debt.
	Overwhelming and burdening debt.

	23
	No dependence on endowment.
	Some dependence on endowment.
	A lot of dependence on endowment.

	24
	Facilities in good shape.
	Facilities need regular repairs.
	Facilities crumbling around congregation

	25
	Obviously Christ-centered.
	Christ/culture conflict.
	Obviously culture-centered.


“REFORMED AND ALWAYS BEING REFORMED

according to the Word of God in Scripture and the call of the Spirit”

Our Presbyterian Book of Order guides our way of being as a church.  Below are the PCUSA’s expectations of members.  They may surprise you in the breadth and depth of what we--yes, that means YOU, and me!—are called to do and be.  It’s no more and no less that what Jesus tells us in the Gospel accounts.  Consider how you can fulfill each of them, in your personal life and through Springwood’s community of faith.  If you believe you cannot fulfill one or more, talk to me about them—I’d love to make suggestions!  Dale
1. The Meaning of Membership

The incarnation of God in the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ gives to the church not only its mission but also its understanding of membership. One becomes an active member of the church through faith in Jesus Christ as Savior and acceptance of his Lordship in all of life. Baptism and a public profession of faith in Jesus as Lord are the visible signs of entrance into the active membership of the church.

A faithful member accepts Christ’s call to be involved responsibly in the ministry of his Church. Such involvement includes

a. proclaiming the good news,

b. taking part in the common life and worship of a particular church,
c. praying and studying Scripture and the faith of the Christian Church,
d. supporting the work of the church through the giving of money, time, and talents,
e. participating in the governing responsibilities of the church, 

f. demonstrating a new quality of life within and through the church,
g. responding to God’s activity in the world through service to others,
h. living responsibly in the personal, family, vocational, political, cultural, and social relationships of life,
i. working in the world for peace, justice, freedom, and human fulfillment.

The congregation shall welcome all persons who respond in trust and obedience to God’s grace in Jesus Christ and 
desire to become part of the membership and ministry of his Church. No persons shall be denied membership because of race, ethnic origin, worldly condition, or any other reason not related to profession of faith. Each member must seek the grace of openness in extending the fellowship of Christ to all persons. (G-9.0104) Failure to do so constitutes a rejection of Christ himself and causes a scandal to the gospel.

Note: The above is an excerpt from The Presbyterian Book of Order, Chapter V, sections G-5.0000 to G-5.0103.
Is There Enough?
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Springwood Church’s annual Vacation Bible School will be a very special and innovative event this summer.   We are pleased to present “Is There Enough,” a program on hunger and sharing.  Instead of the usual weeklong format, this will be a special one-day ‘retreat” event, lasting from 11:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., followed by a presentation to parents and a cook-out/party.

Students from nursery age through rising 6th grade will study various Bible passages that illustrate Jesus’ message to us about sharing what we have, with a special emphasis on the world’s food supply.  They will learn that God has created enough for everyone, and that it is our duty to distribute it equitably.

[image: image3.wmf]In keeping with the theme of the day, participants will learn an ancient Hebrew blessing, study Bible passages, make craft items and sing songs related to the theme.  All participants, staff, and visitors are invited to honor our theme by bringing non-perishable food items to give to the local Good Shepherd Kitchen.

With our one-day format, we are hoping to have a lot of volunteers and visitors to our cookout.  Mark your calendar now:  August 1, 2009: 11:30am - classes; 4:30pm - performance and family-style cookout. 
Congratulations Graduates!

Graduation is a special time for all and we are so proud of the graduates we have this year. Our high school graduates are: from South East Guilford - Jessica Black and Courtney Handy and from Eastern Guilford - Jeremy Berkeley. Our college graduates are Katie Griggs Chung from North Carolina State University and Cindi Van Staveren from Alamance Community College with an associate degree in nursing. CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL OF YOU!!

Huffing and Puffing: Brushy Arbor No Longer Enough

Legend has it that Springwood Church originally held worship meetings under an old-fashioned brush arbor near a creek.  Hence, the name: “spring” and “wood.”  As that would have been 141 years ago, there are no longer any active members who actually can attest to the truth of the legend.  And, of course, the brushy arbor is long gone.  But our congregation has lasted from its founding in 1868 all the way through 2009. 

Like the little pig who built his house of straw, Springwood members knew they needed a real building to call home instead of their brush arbor.  Their first building was a frame church that stood on the present site.  Then, also like the little pigs, the congregation “moved on up” to the current brick sanctuary and classroom building, constructed in 1954 under the guidance of Brower Ingle, a building contractor and member of the Springwood congregation. 

Unfortunately, whether brush arbor, frame, or brick, time takes its toll.  Currently Springwood church and educational building are both in need of new roofs, to keep out the wind and rain, if not big bad wolves.  Recent painting in the sanctuary has covered some of the worst of the water stains on the ceiling, but the underlying cause, a badly worn roof, must be addressed. 

About a year ago the Session authorized a building fund in order to help accumulate funds to defray some of the expense of a new roof.  At this time there is still great need for special giving to make this necessary repair.  Members may also recall that the church faces capital expense needs to provide a connection to Burlington City water and sewer.  

Session members have expressed confidence that these projects will be completed in a timely manner.  An oft-heard comment is that “Springwood members always come through when there is a need.”   With that in mind, we urge all of our members and friends to remember the church’s need in whatever special way you can.  An excellent idea is to honor loved ones and special occasions through memorial gifts.  We want our building to last another 141-plus years!

B.A.D. Girls

The BAD girls will meet on July 21st and August 18th at 6:30 pm.  
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Work on the cookbook is progressing nicely.  The BAD girls need your recipes right away.  The recipes are needed by July 31st in order to get the cookbook compiled and to the printers so that the cookbook will be ready in time for the holidays.  Also if anyone is interested we are taking orders for the cookbook.  We do not know as yet how much they will be because that will depend on the number of recipes we receive.  Recipes can be submitted in memory or honor of a loved one.  Turn your recipes in to any of the BAD girls or to Vicky at the church office or by e-mail. The Church Office e-mail address is springwoodpres@yahoo.com.
Thank you!  Ann Marion
 

Worship Committee Report
May, 2009 Session Meeting

The worship committee invited the new wineskins from Mt. Pleasant Methodist Church to conduct our worship on April 26th followed by a pizza luncheon for the group.  The group sang, did skits and the sermon for our worship.  All who attended seemed to enjoy them and some have asked that they com again.  Hopefully this can be an annual event for Springwood.  The Wineskins minister to young people as well as the young at heart.

A church cleanup day is planned for May 30th at 9:00am.  Church members have volunteered to help with most projects for that day in preparing for Homecoming.

The Committee will provide paper products for Homecoming

No one has come forward as the person who gave the pitcher and goblet to the church. Need to see if the Session wants to have them repaired.

2008-09 Cemetery Report

Cemetery Committee of Springwood Presbyterian Church
Since the beginning of this year, the following have been buried at Springwood: 

Robert H. "Bob" Foster



January 10, 2009
The Reverend Charles Wesley "Wes" Jennings

April 26, 2009
Julius Brower "Cotton" Ingle



May 17,2009
Cleveland Willis "Tommy" Combs



June 1, 2009
Mrs. Inez Scoggin Greeson



June 4, 2009
On behalf of the Cemetery Committee, thank you for your past and continuing support of Springwood Presbyterian Church’s cemetery. Should you need a copy of the 2006 Cemetery bylaws please contact Vera Ingle, (336) 449-6502.

Many, Many thanks to Bruce Andrews for his continued support in placing flags in the Cemetery for our veterans.

Cemetery finance report furnished by our Church Treasurer, Vicky Bell.     




                                              



                       Beginning Balance January 1, 2008
$17,089.27
                       Receipts for plot purchases 2008
3,040.00

                       Donations received 2008

1,501.00
                           Subtotal

21,630.27

                       Expenses 2008

2,500.00
                       Balance December 31, 2008
$19,130.27 
                       Receipts for plot payments 2009 to date
1,600.00

                       Donations received 2009 to date
134.73
                       Cemetery Mowing

250.00
                       Balance May 31, 2009

$20,615.00
Normally loose contributions (those not designated as tithes) at Homecoming are for the upkeep of our cemetery.  Our cemetery fund is financially stable. Your Cemetery Committee, along with the current Elders, are therefore requesting funds be given instead towards our roof/water-sewer projects this year. Funds directed to either of these projects are needed, especially the roof project. 
Any contributions made in today’s offering will be greatly appreciated!

Respectfully submitted,

Cemetery Committee Members: Chair; Vera Ingle, Edna Blythe, Barry Shelton

“Good Neighbor" Cookouts

[image: image5.wmf]You're invited to Springwood's Second Annual Summer "Good Neighbor" cookouts.  (In case of rain, we’ll gather under the shelter at the church.)
Where: Al Zaiser's home, 117 Cale Drive





When: Saturday, June 20, June 27, and August 15 at 5 p.m. 
Bring: Your welcoming presence!
There's a sign-up sheet at church if you can furnish items for the cookout.
Congregational Meeting

At the request of Springwood Presbyterian Church’s Nominating Committee, the Session calls a congregational meeting for Sunday, June 29, 2009, for the purpose of electing a Pastor Nominating Committee (PNC).  The Nominating Committee puts forward the following five people, in accordance with the Book of Order expectations that a PNC will be representative of the whole congregation and that its members will have the necessary skills to complete their mission: Ann Jennings, John Marion, Lisa Shelton, Rod Sutherland, and Amy Wheeler.

As part of the congregational meeting business, the Session also invites the congregation to elect Bruce Andrews, Walter Blythe, and Frank Shepherd as Elder Emeritus.  (See information, below, on that policy.)

Springwood Presbyterian Church 
Policy for Electing an Elder Emeritus

The office of Elder Emeritus was eliminated as a denominational distinction some years ago.  However, there is nothing to prevent a church from conferring this title of respect on living elders.  Following the guidelines for Minister Emeritus, these shall be elders still living who no longer wish to serve actively on the Session.  In the past, at least two elders of Springwood have been honored in this way: Kenneth Brothers and Henry Tickle.

Springwood Presbyterian Church believes that many of its elders are indeed “elder, with merit.”  Therefore, it will consider for Elder Emeritus those elders who have been exemplary in their active service on the Session of Springwood Presbyterian Church; who have maintained their commitment to Springwood in service in other ways when not actively on the Session; and who have attained the age of 80 years.  

On June 29, 2009, the congregation of Springwood Presbyterian Church will have the opportunity to elect the following elders to the status of Elder Emeritus:
Bruce Andrews

Walter Blythe

Frank Shepherd

May We Help You?
Do your shrubs need trimming?   Some weeds need cutting?  Does your porch need painting?  So you need transportation to the doctor or grocery store? Are there any minor repairs that need to be done at your home and no one to do them?
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Call Vicky at the church office with the details at (336) 449-6998 or leave a message.  The Honey-Doers want to help and will give you a call.

Since we are not taking a mission trip out the country or in the USA we wanted to make our mission this year to help those in our own church family that need some help with odd jobs.  Our mission will not be complete unless you call and let us know your needs.  CALL!
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If there is anyone who would like to join us in this mission, just call Vicky and give her your name.  We can use all the help we can get.  Please call!

2008-09 Youth Mission Project

The Make-A-Wish Foundation was the Springwood youth mission project for 2008-09 and was a great success.  They made and served a couple of luncheons for the Congregation and had a yard sale for two Saturdays.  Remember John Marion’s and his beautiful dress and shoes?  He promised the youth that if they raised $600 he would dress like a lady for them.  The total raised for this project was $869.

Congratulations to the youth on this successful project!
Calendar of Events
July:

1
6:30pm
Bible Study



8         10:30am
Women of the Church

6:30pm
Bible Study

13
6:30pm
Church Concerns Committee




15
8:30am
Good Shepherd Kitchen

6:30pm
Bible Study

16
6:30pm
Session Meeting

21
6:30pm
Bad Girls



22
6:30pm
Bible Study



29
6:30pm
Bible Study



31
Deadline for Recipes to BAD Girls


August:
1
11:30am Vacation Bible School

 4:30pm  VBS Cookout


5
10:30am  Women of the Church 

6:30pm
Bible Study

10
6:30pm
Church Concerns Committee

12
6:30pm
Bible Study

15
5:00pm
Good Neighbor Cookout

18
6:30pm
BAD Girls Meeting

19
8:30am
Good Shepherd Kitchen


6:30pm
Bible Study

20
6:30pm
Session Meeting

26
6:30pm
Bible Study

Session Elders for 2009

Mike Griggs

Rupert McIntosh

Rickey Sutton

Ann Jennings

Marsha Sutton

Jennifer Sutherland

Barry Shelton

Amy Wheeler

Sylvia Edwards

SPRINGWOOD’S MISSION

Springwood Presbyterian Church is a community of faith that strives to be open to the presence of God in the church and in the world, is dedicated to being a church for the community and its needs, and is devoted to presenting the claims of Jesus Christ and the Good News by providing a place of fellowship where Christian care and nurture are shared.
Springwood Presbyterian Church
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