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Springwood Times

Monthly Newsletter               May/June, 2009
Greetings from Rev. Dale Walker
Greetings in the name of the Lord, to the Saints of Springwood:

A while back, this anonymous "pondering” found its way to me by e-mail.  In this Eastertide, I want to share it with you—for, although it may seem to be ”a discouraging word” in a season of resurrection and hope, I believe it may help each of us to look for at least one thing we might do to change the world, simply by changing something in ourselves!

The Paradox of Our Time

The paradox of our time in history is that we have taller buildings, but shorter tempers;

wider freeways, but narrower viewpoints; we spend more but have less; we buy more, but enjoy it less.

We have bigger houses and smaller families; more conveniences but less time.  We have more degrees but less sense; more knowledge but less judgment; more experts but more problems; more medicine but less wellness.

We have multiplied our possessions but reduced our values.  We talk too much, love too seldom, and hate too often.  We’ve learned how to make a living but not a life.  We’ve added years to life, not life to our years.

We’ve been all the way to the moon and back, but have trouble crossing the street to meet the new neighbor.  We’ve conquered outer space, but not inner space.  We’ve cleaned up the air but polluted the soul.  We’ve split the atom, but not our prejudice.

We have higher incomes, but lower morals.  We’ve become long on quantity but short on quality.  These are the times of tall men and short character, steep profits, and shallow relationships.  These are the times of world peace, but domestic warfare; more leisure but less fun; more kinds of food, but less nutrition.  These are the days of two incomes but more divorce, of fancier houses but broken homes.

It is a time when there is much in the store window and nothing in the stockroom; a time when technology can bring this letter to you and a time when you can choose either to make a difference, or to just hit “delete”….

Please choose to make a difference.

Jesus tells us that the Kingdom of God is among us.  Every effort by faithful people to follow him does make a difference in the world—it enlarges the scope of the kingdom and brings it into clearer focus for others.  Mother Teresa once said, “We cannot do big things for God.  We can only do small things with great love.”   

Grace and peace--Dale

“REFORMED AND ALWAYS BEING REFORMED

according to the Word of God in Scripture and the call of the Spirit”

During the next months, I will use this space to introduce information regarding the Presbyterian Church, the Reformed tradition, Presbyterian form of government—anything dealing with Presbyterians.  If you’d like me to address specific questions, please let me know by mid-month, to accommodate the newsletter deadline.


The title of these articles is also the “motto” of the Presbyterian Church. (Book of Order G-2.0200.)  We observe October 31as Reformation Day, remembering that day in 1517 when Martin Luther nailed his 95 “theses” or arguments on the door of the cathedral in Wittenberg, Germany.   He wanted to reform the Catholic Church’s non-biblical practice of charging people money to buy their salvation or that of their dead relatives.  The money was used to build cathedrals, buy up land, and otherwise enrich the institutional church.  Luther’s effort to reform the Catholic Church resulted in schism—Luther and his supporters were cut off from the Catholic Church.  In protest (thus, “Protestants”), they established churches that center on Luther’s “aha!” realization that salvation comes through God’s gift of faith, and not through our works (Romans 3:28.)  By the way, the Catholic Church reformed itself along the way and no longer charges for salvation.

Why are we called Presbyterian?   Our name comes from the Greek, presbuteros, meaning “elder.”  Elders-- elected by the congregation--meet together as a Session to govern us.  Elders are not always elderly, although John Calvin’s French word makes it sound even more decrepit: anciens.  (Of course, the deep faith and wisdom we seek in Elders are often strengthened by age and experience.) The pastor is also an Elder (keep those jokes to yourself!) and all installed pastors are elected by the congregation just as the governing body Elders are.  Therefore, installed pastors have the privilege of voting in Session meetings.  Interim pastors, not being elected by the congregation, may not vote in Session meetings.  Pastors—installed or interim--may not vote in congregational meetings since they are members of the Presbytery, rather than of the congregation.  Formerly, those Elders who are members of the congregation were named “Ruling Elders” and pastors, “Teaching Elders.”  Presently, the Book of Order (the second part of our Constitution—the first part is the Book of Confessions) distinguishes the offices by “Elder” and “Minister of Word and Sacrament.”


The question has been asked about members attending Session meetings.  The Book of Order provides that “The Session may invite members of the congregation to attend and observe its meetings if it so desires, without restricting its right to meet in executive session whenever circumstances indicate the wisdom of doing so.” (G-10.0201) Each Session may determine if members may attend and observe.  Springwood’s Session welcomes you to attend.  If you wish to speak, it’s a courtesy to request permission in advance so the agenda can be tailored to the time needed.   

John Calvin: Queen Elizabeth I thought Calvinists—that’s us—were more “reformed” than Lutherans because we are involved with social reform as well as theological reform.  John Calvin, a French lawyer in the 16th century, had also studied theology, originally planning a career in the Church.  When his theological beliefs began to diverge from those of the Catholic Church, he went into exile in Basel, Switzerland.  There, Calvin turned his energy to study Scripture and to clarify the doctrines of the church in those troubled transitional times.  His theological and legal training led him to write what became the first edition of his Institutes of the Christian Religion (1536), addressing the Law of God, the Creed, the Lord’s Prayer, sacraments, Christian freedom, and what he called the “false sacraments of Rome.”  

Just after the Institutes were published, Calvin decided to move to Strasbourg.  On his way, he was forced to detour through Geneva to avoid the religious wars in the area.  Geneva had only recently become Protestant, and the civic leaders implored Calvin to stay with them to help establish their church.  By 1541, Calvin was the acknowledged leader of the religious community and the major influence on the civil government, as well.  With the support of the other clergy, he convinced the city officials to regulate the life of the citizenry in dramatic ways: public education, public safety (no fires permitted in rooms without chimneys, chimneys to be swept regularly for safety, railings ordered for balconies of houses to protect children), public health (latrines provided for houses without them, streets to be kept clean), welfare of the poor (cloth manufacture introduced to provide gainful employment for the unemployed), democratic forms of government introduced in both church and state.  Unique in Western Europe, these social reforms fit into Calvin’s understanding of sanctification (the daily living-out of our discipleship and faith) and the covenantal relationship between God and the people.  We Presbyterians have inherited Calvin’s concern for the health and wholeness of society. 
BAD Girls – Cook Book Fundraiser
The BAD girls will begin working on a cookbook as a fund raiser for the Church.  We are looking for any recipes the congregation would like to share.  Anyone submitting a recipe will be given credit for the recipe in the book. We would also love to have old family recipes and will put them in the book in memory or honor of the family member.  In addition, we will have a section with healthy recipes and health tips.

You may turn recipes in to any of the BAD Girls or to Vicky at the church.  Please put your name on the recipe and information about person or persons to be honored or memorialized.

Thanks!
Ann Marion
Church Concerns Committee
Urban Ministries Food Drive: On March 21st Springwood held a food drive at the Stoney Creek Food Lion to benefit the Urban Ministries.  Food and money collected was the most ever by Springwood – 1665 pounds of food and $200.00.  THANKS to everyone who came out and supported the Urban Ministries.

One Great Hour of Sharing: The One Great Hour of Sharing offering was collected on April 12, 2009.   The congregation and visitors of Springwood contributed $964.62 toward the global food crisis and the growing concern of widespread hunger.  “THANK YOU” to all those who supported this cause.  One Great Hour of Sharing has brought together Presbyterians and millions of other Christians to share God’s love with people in need. Your gifts support ministries of disaster response, refugee assistance and resettlement, and community development that helps people find safe refuge, start new lives and work together to strengthen their families and communities. 
Christian Education: 
“Showtime”: Fourteen folks enjoyed the movie “Fireproof”, including popcorn and a light supper, April 19th.   Watch for the next one!  

Vacation Bible School: a one-day event August 1.


Exam Packages will be sent to our college students again.


Nursery Schedule will be updated.


Meals on Wheels: two volunteers needed NOW!
Evangelism: Summer Good Neighbor Cookouts will be on June 20th, June 27th, and August 15th at 5pm at Al Zaiser’s house.
 
Next Meeting: May 11th at 6:30pm.
Worship Committee

Brick Church joined us on Maundy Thursday for a meal of chicken pie, green beans, salad, rolls.  Brick Church members provided wonderful desserts.  The dinner was followed by a mini Seder then worship.

The New Wineskins Youth group from Mt. Pleasant Methodist Church led worship on April 26 as an outreach to our youth.  

Respectfully submitted,

Marsha Sutton
Announcements

 

Myrtis Williams placed flowers in the sanctuary on Sunday, April 26 in memory of her husband Darnell and in memory of Frances Moser.

Local Outreach
The Church Concerns Committee is looking for a few good men and women to help kickoff our new mission project. Instead of taking a mission trip abroad this year, we wanted to look at needs within our congregation and community. We realize that there may be people who need minor repairs to their homes who simply are unable to perform the task or cannot afford a handyman.
 
We are very excited about this program, but we are in need of helping hands. You do not have to be an expert handyman; any skill level will be welcomed. Once we have a good group of volunteers, we will begin taking applications from those who need assistance.
We are still in the planning stages so please continue to look for further information. If you are interested in volunteering please contact Jennifer Sutherland or John Marion. 

Vacation Bible School

Plans for Vacation Bible School are underway with a new schedule. This will be a one day VBS on Saturday,  
August 1.  We will begin in the morning with lunch and close with a family cookout. Plan now to help with the day and plan to enroll your children. Watch for more details.

Bread for the World
Stay with us after church on Sunday May 17th, 2009 as we host our 2009 offering for Letters for Bread for the World.   During this time there will be an opportunity to learn more about the organization Bread for the World and its fight to end global hunger.  Everyone will be provided the materials to write letters to our congressmen urging them to help fight global hunger.

Everyone is encouraged to join us and learn more about this opportunity.  A sandwich luncheon will be provided. 
Session News


February actions taken:
· Barry will talk to Kevin Sasser and attempt to get a reduced price for roof work on both manse and Church buildings.  The Session thanked Barry for his work on getting these estimates.
· Approved the minutes from the January 15, 2009 Session meeting.
· Approved the Mission Survey that will be distributed to members and to regular attendees who are not members.
March Actions taken:
· Minutes of February 19, 2009, and of the Congregational meeting of January 11, 2009, were approved as read.
· Treasurer's report approved.
· Ann Jennings confirmed as commissioner to Presbytery meeting Tuesday, April 21, at First Presbyterian Church in Greensboro.

April actions taken:
· Granted the use of the fellowship hall to Jennifer Sutherland for Sunday, May 24.
· Set the date for a session retreat after church on Sunday, May 31.
· Invited the men of the church to lead worship on Fathers' Day/Men of the Church Day (June 21) and the women to lead worship on Mothers' Day (May 10).
· Turned over to the worship committee the project of investigating repair and/or replacement of the silver communion set.
· Approved the minutes of March 19 and the treasurer's report.
· Expressed thanks to the worship committee and men of the church for their efforts on Maundy Thursday and Easter Sunday. 


Cindy Ingle

Annual Gospel Fest

The Hearts on Fire Ministries is sponsoring the 2nd annual Gospel Fest on May 2, 2009 from 10:00am to 6:00pm at the Gibsonville Depot.  Eight local groups will perform for the event. Bring your lawn chair and come enjoy a day of praise and worship.  Refreshments will be sold throughout the day.

Church Cleanup Day

Homecoming is just around the corner on June 7, 2009 with Jonathan Freeman, former Springwood minister, delivering the sermon.

A cleanup day is schedule for Saturday, May 30th. Marsha Sutton will coordinate volunteers for various tasks, i.e. cleaning refrigerator, windows, nursery, etc. Please contact Marsha or the church office to volunteer.  
Silver Goblet and Pitcher
The Session is trying to find out who donated the silver goblet and pitcher that are used during Springwood’s communion services.
Session Elders for 2009
Mike Griggs


Ann Jennings


Barry Shelton

Rupert McIntosh

Marsha Sutton


Amy Wheeler

Rickey Sutton

Jennifer Sutherland


Sylvia Edwards

SPRINGWOOD’S MISSION

Springwood Presbyterian Church is a community of faith that strives to be open to the presence of God in the church and in the world, is dedicated to being a church for the community and its needs, and is devoted to presenting the claims of Jesus Christ and the Good News by providing a place of fellowship where Christian care and nurture are shared.
Springwood Presbyterian Church
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