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Springwood Times

Monthly Newsletter               September, 2009
Greetings from Rev. Dale Walker
Greetings in the name of the Lord, to the Saints of Springwood!

I’ve been reflecting on summertime church attendance.   As is the case in many churches, it’s been somewhat lower this summer than in winter “prime time”, but Springwood’s overall worship attendance is a higher percentage of membership than is common today in most “mainline” churches.  I’m glad, not only because I love looking out on your smiling faces, but even more because I believe we are “hard-wired” for worship—something in us yearns to praise God, to pray, to hear God’s word in speech and song—and, while we can worship God in the privacy of our own homes or out on the beach, there is something very powerful about worshipping together with other Christians, joining our voices in song, our hearts in prayer, our minds in meditation and reflection.  So, I offer you two items I’ve come across recently: one, from CS Lewis’ Beyond Personality, and the second off the internet:

Lewis: “If you want to get warm, you must stand by the fire; if you want to be wet, you must get into the water.  If you want joy, power, peace, eternal life, you must get close to, or even into, the thing that has them.  They are not a sort of prize which God could, if He chose, just hand out to anyone.  They are a great fountain of energy and beauty spurting up at the very center of reality. …  Look for yourself, and you will find in the long run only hatred, loneliness, despair, rage, ruin, and decay.  But look for Christ and you will find Him, and with Him, everything else thrown in.”

And from that other great source of information and commentary, the World Wide Web:  

A church goer wrote a letter to the editor of a newspaper complaining that it made no sense to go to church every Sunday.  “I’ve gone for 30 years now,” he wrote, “and in that time, I have heard something like 3,000 sermons.  But for the life of me, I can’t remember a single one of them!  So I think I’m wasting my time and the pastors are wasting theirs by giving sermons at all.”  Signed: Missing the Message.    

This started a big controversy in the “Letters to the Editor” column, much to the delight of the editor and publisher.  It went on for weeks until someone wrote this clincher:

“I’ve been married for 30 years now.  In that time, my wife has cooked some 32,000 meals for me.  But for the life of me, I cannot recall the entire menu for a single one of these meals.  But I do know this: they all nourished me and gave me the strength I needed to do my work.  If my wife had not given me these meals, I would be physically dead today.  Likewise, if I had not gone to church for nourishment, I would be spiritually dead today.  When you are DOWN to nothing…God is UP to something!  Faith sees the invisible, believes the incredible, and receives the impossible!  Thanks to God for our physical AND spiritual nourishment.” 

May you receive the nourishment you need for spiritual growth at Springwood!  Dale

“REFORMED AND ALWAYS BEING REFORMED
According to the Word of God in Scripture and the call of the Spirit”

The Covenant Community and Worship:  God calls us into covenant, a relationship whose promise and privilege is being in God’s presence.  Yet the Church is much more than a collection of individual Christians called into individual relationships with God.  It’s a community—united, glued together by the Holy Spirit—which exists to make God visible to the rest of the world.  Our covenant relationship with God is extended to our relationship with other Christians, beginning with those in our own family and congregation.  Only when we can work together in the spirit of Christ’s peace can we build and sustain one another’s faith—celebrate one another’s joys—comfort one another’s grief—and work together to extend God’s kingdom to the world beyond these walls.


Worship is the primary way we learn to do those things—the primary way we are shaped into God’s people.  Our Presbyterian worship services are designed to acknowledge God’s sovereignty: “to glorify God and enjoy God forever.” (Shorter Catechism, Q.1)  At its best, worship enriches, restores, and otherwise benefits us, the worshippers---though that’s not its purpose.  Rather, the worship service is our service to God.  We come to serve, not to be served.  God deserves our enthusiasm in singing and taking part in responses.


Praise, adoration, thanksgiving in word and music are large parts of the order of worship each Sunday.  The high place we Presbyterians give to scripture—God’s written word—is evidence that we honor God above all else.  Much of our time together in worship time is given over to our response to God’s word: affirmation of faith, various ways of giving thanks, participation in the Lord’s Supper, offering of our material goods and of ourselves, going out into the world to serve others.  The attitude we bring to worship and the degree to which we participate (or don’t) testifies to our awe at being in God’s presence, and our desire to do what God wants us to do.


Scripture is at the very heart of worship.  The Presbyterian order of worship is known as a “Service of the Word,” and is centered on the reading, hearing, proclamation of and response to scripture.  Preaching, by the way, is not the only means of proclaiming God’s word: music, drama, dance, and other “liturgical arts” are also ways to interpret scripture.  In fact, for some people, these visible and tangible interpretations make scripture clearer and more understandable than the spoken word.  Nonetheless, preaching has held a place of high esteem among Christians of the Reformed tradition from early times.  The Second Helvetic Confession (5.004) states that “the preaching of the Word of God is the Word of God”!  Believe me, that terrifies a preacher, and places a heavy burden on those of us who undertake it.


But you don’t get off easily.  “It is required of those that hear the Word preached, that they attend upon it with diligence, preparation, and prayer; examine what they hear by the scriptures; receive the truth with faith, love, meekness, and readiness of mind, as the Word of God; meditate of it, confer of it; hide it in their hearts, and bring forth the fruit of it in their lives.” (The Larger Catechism, Q.160)  I invite all of us to take those words to heart, so that we may bear the fruit of God’s word into the world.  


For many years, Presbyterian worship gave a disproportionate amount of worship time to the reading and interpretation of scripture—God’s written word—at the expense of the sacrament of the Lord’s Supper—God’s enacted word.  There were at least two reasons for this: the fear that frequent celebration of the Lord’s Supper might lead to the kinds of abuses that motivated Martin Luther and others to try to reform the medieval Catholic Church; and a sense that humans are unworthy to receive this holy ordinance very often.  However, the father of the Presbyterian Church, John Calvin, thought the church should celebrate the Lord’s Supper each Lord’s Day.  It nurtures and nourishes us spiritually, and draws us into the presence of our Lord.  I’m thankful we celebrate it more often at Springwood!  

SCOOPS EXPRESS
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On August 22, 2009 Jennifer and Rod Sutherland embarked on a new adventure; they opened a “Scoops Express” at 203 E Main Street in Gibsonville.  The menu will include Hershey's hand scooped ice cream, milkshakes, malts, sundaes, banana splits, floats, coffee, iced coffee, doughnuts, and bottled drinks.  Scoops will be open Tuesday-Thursday 6am until 9pm, Friday and Saturday 6am until 10pm, and Sunday 1pm until 6pm  and will be closed on Mondays.   Rod and Jennifer’s feelings - “We’re just really excited about this opportunity that God has put before us and we want to thank the church for their prayers and support.”  
Rev. Dale Walker will lead the invocation at the Ribbon Cutting Ceremony on Saturday, August 22, 2009 at 10am, and then mayor Lenny Williams will cut the ribbon.   Look for an article about “Scoops Express” in next week’s Rock Creek Record.  
Fall Food Drive

Urban Ministries will hold its Fall Food Drive on Saturday, September 19th from 10am until 6pm at the Stoney Creek Food Lion.  This event is a wonderful opportunity to get out into the community and help our brothers and sisters in Christ who are in need.  Volunteers are being asked to serve two hours asking shoppers for donations of staple food items such as canned goods, rice, and beans.  There is a sign-up sheet available in the vestibule.
 
Urban Ministries is an ecumenical outreach agency that was founded in 1967.  The ministry works to help many individuals and families end the cycles of poverty, hunger, addiction, and homelessness.  It provides crisis intervention and emergency services for food, shelter, and clothing.  Each year proves to be more successful than the previous year.  There has been a dramatic increase in the need of food for families.  More than 1.2 million pounds of food were provided to families in 2008.

CROP Walk
This year Springwood will support the CROP Walk by hosting our own “CROP Walk Around the Church” on Sunday, October 11th, 2009.  Everyone is invited to stay after church for a light lunch and then take a stroll around the church yard to help stop hunger.  All donations collected will go to the Alamance County CROP Walk.
 
The CROP Walk is a community wide effort to address the problem of hunger both here in our community and around the world.  CROP Walks are held all over the nation as a major project of Church World Services.  This year we have decided to bring a part of the event to Springwood so that everyone can participate.  We hope to see you there!

Soles 4 Souls
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Springwood will host its first ever Barefoot Sunday on September 20th, 2009.  Members of the congregation will be challenged to leave their shoes at the door as an act of worship and selflessness.  All shoes collected will be donated to the Soles 4 Souls organization.  They collect any kind of shoes including athletic, dress, sandals, heels, work boots, cleats, dance, and flip flops as long as they are new or gently worn.  Even if you are not sure about their usefulness, please bring them anyway.  More than likely, they can be used.
 
Soles 4 Souls facilitates the donation of shoes which are used to aid those hurting worldwide.  The organization has coordinated relief efforts for the Asian Tsunami and Hurricane Katrina victims netting over 1 million pairs of shoes donated for these disasters.  So be sure to clean out your closet and donate your new or gently used shoes.
B.A.D. Girls

The BAD girls will meet on September 15 and October 20 at 6:30 pm.  
Work on the cookbook is progressing nicely.  The BAD girls need your recipes right away in order to get the cookbook compiled and to the printers. The goal is to have the cookbook ready for the holidays as it would make a GREAT Christmas gift!  
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Also if anyone is interested, we are taking orders for the cookbook.  We do not know as yet how much the book will be because that will depend on the number of recipes we receive.  
Recipes can be submitted in memory or honor of a loved one.  Turn your recipes in to any of the BAD girls or to Vicky at the church office or by e-mail. The Church Office e-mail address is springwoodpres@yahoo.com.
Thank you!  Ann Marion
Pennies for Hunger
Springwood’s congregation has generously given to Pennies for Hunger.  Total collections for this year as of August 17, 2009 were $1,064.04. 

Starting this Sunday, coin wrappers will be provided in the offering plate to roll your pennies and other coins.  The Offertory Clerks will greatly appreciate your help in organizing these funds for Springwood’s weekly offering deposit.
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Since there will be no missions trip this year,  we wanted to make our mission helping those in our own church family that need some help with odd jobs.  Services that we want to provide are trimming shrubs, weeding, painting, transportation and other minor home repairs.   We call our mission the “Honey-Doers.”

We need volunteers to provide these services. If you can hold a paint brush, grip a hammer or drive someone to a doctor’s appointment or the grocery store WE NEED YOU!  Please help us provide services for members of our congregation who have needs they just can’t manage themselves.
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If you need a visit from the Honey-Doers, please contact us by calling Vicky at the church office at (336) 449-6998 or leave a message and someone will get back with you.  Our mission will not be complete unless you call and let us know your needs.  CALL!  The Honey-Doers want to help!  

Calendar of Events
September







2
6:30pm

Bible Study

9
10:30am

Women’s Circle

6:30pm

Bible Study


7:30pm

Choir Practice

14      6:30pm

Church Concerns 

15
6:30pm

BAD Girls



16
8:30am

Good Shepherd Kitchen


6:30pm

Bible Study

17
6:30pm

Session Meeting

19
10:00 – 6:00pm
Urban Ministries Food Drive at Stoney Creek Food Lion

20
11:00am

Soles for Souls

23
6:30pm

Bible Study


7:30pm

Choir Practice

30
6:30pm

Bible Study

October
7
10:30am

Women’s Circle

6:30pm

Bible Study


7:30pm

Choir Practice

11
12:00noon

CROP Walk at Springwood after worship service

14
6:30pm

Bible Study

15
6:30pm

Session Meeting

20
6:30pm

BAD Girls

21
8:30am

Good Shepherd Kitchen


6:30pm

Bible Study


7:30pm

Choir Practice

28
6:30pm

Bible Study
[image: image10.wmf]“Good Neighbor" Cookouts
The good neighbor cookouts were held again this summer at Al Zaiser’s home.  We hosted three cookouts – June 20, June 27, and August 15.  Several neighbors and many members attended each one.

THANK YOU to Al Zaiser who generously provided a great space for these events and to Rupert and all the volunteers who dedicated their time and energy to this activity.
College Students

Springwood Presbyterian Church wants to keep in touch with all our young people who are in college.  We would like you to call Vicky in the church office (449-6998) and tell her their new addresses.  Even if the student does not have a new address, please call so that we can be sure we have everyone on our list. We would like for you to indicate whether you feel they would like to have a church newsletter sent to them.  We appreciate your help getting this list together.

Vacation Bible School

We had a new experience at Springwood this summer with our Vacation Bible School.  It was a one day program held on Saturday, August 1.  Beginning at 11am children were registered then had a service of welcome and worship.  It was followed by lunch of chicken nuggets, green beans, a roll, drink and desert.  About 40 children and adults were served.

After lunch the children went into their age groups for study.  It was a Bible-based study on hunger.  They also had study related crafts, recreation and an afternoon snack.  Parents were invited to join the children at 4:00pm for a closing program during which they shared what they had learned.  A cookout followed with the meal served inside since it was so hot outside.
It was a good day for all but a long one especially for the younger children.  Everyone was asked to bring a can of food for the Good Shepherd Kitchen.  An offering of 50 to 60 cans was received.

We want to thank Cindy Ingle who was in charge of the day and all the teachers and youth assistants.  We can’t forget the important people in the kitchen.  All of them made the day possible.  Thanks to them for being willing to give their time and talents so that we could provide this opportunity to share the love of God and of His Son, Jesus Christ.
The Good Shepherd Kitchen

The Good Shepherd Kitchen is at the Allied Churches of Burlington.  A group of people from Springwood goes there every third Wednesday of each month to help prepare lunch or serve it.  This month, our group spent time there preparing tomatoes and squash for sandwiches, soup and a casserole.  We also prepared desserts including sliced cake, cookies and donuts.  Others sliced fruit, cooked and then cleaned up after the meal.  The kitchen is a busy place.


We can always use more help on our day.  Those who would like to help prepare arrive at 9am and the servers come at 10:45am.  Come and join us. Let L’Wanna Donnell know if you would like to volunteer.

The kitchen always has special needs.  Their list of needs right now includes kitchen and laundry detergent, mayonnaise, paper soup bowls and any kind of kitchen staples.  An average of 116 people is served each day.  Thank you for supporting the Kitchen.  We hope in some this shows God’s love for all people. 
Guidelines for Sending Flowers

Flowers are sent when members and/or family members pass away based on the following guidelines:

1. If the deceased is an active member of the church

2. If an active church member’s spouse, child, mother, father, sibling, mother-in-law, father-in-law or grandparent passes away, flowers or charitable donations are sent

Please review these guidelines and let the flower committee know if changes need to be made.

Flower Committee:
JoAnn Sutton and Lisa Shelton
Session Elders for 2009

Mike Griggs

Rupert McIntosh

Rickey Sutton

Ann Jennings

Marsha Sutton

Jennifer Sutherland

Barry Shelton

Amy Wheeler

Sylvia Edwards

SPRINGWOOD’S MISSION

Springwood Presbyterian Church is a community of faith that strives to be open to the presence of God in the church and in the world, is dedicated to being a church for the community and its needs, and is devoted to presenting the claims of Jesus Christ and the Good News by providing a place of fellowship where Christian care and nurture are shared.
Springwood Presbyterian Church
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